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"~ Tehrandenounces

i Berlin’s }
“hypocritical” rights

~  charade, demands

" reckoning past

~  atrocities

TEHRAN « Iran unleashed’ & Dlistar-
mg condamnation of Germany's recent

" manevers 4 the Unitad Nations Human
»= | Rights Councid {UNHAC) on Friday. dvpos-
g Berli's “mterfering and hypocritical”
pestuTing and ealline for accountability for
ity complicity-in human rights ¥
buth historscal and ongaing
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Political Science Journal
Ofoghe Siyasat

The people of Iran have endured the contradictory consequences of their
apparent glories throughout history. Iran, an Aryan country once known
as Persia until 1935, has faced countless invasions and domination by
foreign powers, particularly the Russians, British, and Americans. Yet, it
has always managed to survive.

The beginning of the Pahlavi dynasty marks a pivotal point in Irans
history. Politically, it was the first encounter with the industrial West,
revealing Iran's weaknesses. Culturally, it represented a shift toward
accepting modernity over traditional civilization. Economically, it
aligned Iran with the industrial nations, transforming its consumption
patterns and economic models.

Over 57 years, 45 governments came to power in Iran, from the coup
of Seyyed Zia to the fall of Shapour Bakhtians government. During
this time, Iranss fate increasingly fell into the hands of foreign powers,
particularly the United States, which emerged as the worlds leading
economic and political power.

Summary of the Book

From the White Revolution
to the Islamic Revolution

(Background and Root Causes) by Dr. Naser Gharghozlou
Fatemeh Tizjang, Mastens Student in Political Science

Key Reforms and Their Consequences

¢ Land Reforms (1959): These reforms redistributed agricultural
land and limited land ownership, aiming to modernize agriculture.
However, they also disrupted traditional rural structures.

e [Economic Modernization: The government promoted
industrialization and urbanization, but this led to economic
disparities and social tensions.

« Social and Political Reforms (1977-1963): Efforts to develop the
political system included creating political groups and fostering an
open political space. However, these reforms were superficial, and
power remained concentrated in the hands of the Shah and his
network of supporters.

Urban Population and Social Structure (1970s)
Irams urban population was divided into four classes:

1. The upper class

2. The affluent middle class

3. The working class

4.The underclass

The Shah restructured the social and economic systems but made
little effort to develop the political system. His power relied heavily
on the military and the extensive patronage network of the court.
The growth of the Rastakhiz Party further tightened government

control over the middle class, urban workers, and rural masses.
Identity Crisis and Westernization

Acrisis of identity emerged, marked by anxiety over cultural choices.
Westernization became a sign of disorientation, as Iranians
struggled to reconcile tradition with modernity. The forced entry of
Western ideals created a sense of loss, as the nation grappled with
an uncertain future.

Political Repression and Its Aftermath

The Shahvs iron curtain of repression after the 1953 coup stifled
political discourse. However, it also gave rise to a new generation
of intellectuals who questioned the regime»s authoritarianism and
blind adherence to the West. Their critiques laid the groundwork for
the Islamic Revolution.

Book: «From the White Revolution to the Islamic Revolution:
Background and Root Causes» by Dr. Naser Gharghoziou
This book examines the causes of the Islamic Revolution in Iran,
focusing on the White Revolution era. It analyzes the political,
economic, social, and cultural dimensions of this period, providing
a comprehensive picture of Iran on the eve of the revolution.
Strengths:

e Comprehensive Coverage: The book offers a broad analysis of
Iranian society during the period.

 Multiple Factors: It highlights various factors, including land reforms, economic modemization, political underdevelopment, income
inequality, rising public expectations, administrative corruption, and international pressures, all of which contributed to the revolution.
« Class Analysis: It examines Irams class structure and the role of each class in the political and social transformations.

Weaknesses:

¢ Lack of Depth: While it mentions multiple factors, the book lacks deep analysis of
their interactions.

* One-Sided Perspective: It focuses heavily on the negative aspects of the White
Revolution, overlooking its potential achievements.

« Limited Sources: The analysis appears to rely on a narrow range of sources, which
may limit its objectivity.

« Neglect of Cultural and Religious Factors: Although it mentions the clergy, the book
does not fully explore the cultural and religious drivers of the revolution.

* Economic Bias: The analysis leans heavily on economic modernization theories,
neglecting other social science perspectives.

Conclusion

The book serves as a useful resource for understanding Iran during the White
Revolution. However, readers should be mindful of its limitations and supplement
their study with additional sources to gain a more balanced view.
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This case serves as a global warning: when Ieaders resort to m|I|tar|zed umlatEral m aslres
fundamental freedoms and political systems are at risk. South Koreans, through' mass: protgst_ X
legislative resistance, demonstrated that civil rights are non-negotiable.

Ultimately, the declaration of martial law revealed how political pressure can trlgger deep cﬂs€
in strong democracies. The widespread domestic backlash and international condemnation hléhl
the necessity of public and global oversight over governmental and military actions. g
In the future, South Korea may undergo structural political reforms to balance natlonal secunty and /
individual freedoms. This episode reaffirms that democracy and human rights must remain paramountnf 5 a5
any regression toward authoritarianism must be met with resolute legal and popular re3|stance ;,x‘ ;i-" 4
This case serves as a critical reminder: freedom, justice, and democracy are non- negotlable values‘ :
The reactions from South Korean citizens, legal institutions, and the global community send a powerffali

Tie=

message to leaders worldwide—democratic backsliding will not be tolerated. R

Sources: p ¢

1. International Media: BBC, CNN, The New York Times, The Guardian, Reuters, Al Jazeera ¥ o e g
2. Government & Parliamentary Records: South Korean presidential office (Cheong Wa Dae), Natlonal :'. ?}f?

Assembly records

3. Academic & Policy Analyses: Journal of East Asian Studies, Pacific Affairs, Google Scholar, JSTOR
4. Human Rights Reports: UN, Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch it { P
5. Economic Data: World Bank, IMF, OECD f y 4 =4

This case serves as a critical reminder: freedom, justice, and democracy are non-negotiable \!alué?. ; |
The reactions from South Korean citizens, legal institutions, and the global community send a powerfu’l(‘-_ 1 :
message to leaders worldwide—democratic backsliding will not be tolerated. e A
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,tmmml tnggered economlc instability. The South Korean won plummeted to its lowest level against the U.S.
l’larm ntZ!r}‘?y mnnths, and financial markets experienced severe volatility. International investment funds and ETFs linked
i t6§o Korea saw sugmflcant declmes Economic officials warned that prolonged instability could necessitate central bank
T4 e -r ini rv ntlons to:stabilize markets.
| ; s Sﬁlalj,and medlum sized businesses, already struggling due to weakened consumer confidence, reported further losses,
ﬁlammg,’the mart|al law declaration for disrupting commercial activity.
B2 . f- 0ultu5ally, universities and NGOs expressed fears over the erosion of civil liberties, with many academic and civil society groups
0 i ,.a condémnmg‘the government’s actions.

j
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i ’,.‘ )’olitic‘al and Legal Fallout
* Following the repeal of martial law, South Korea entered a period of legal and political reckoning. Opposition lawmakers
initiated |mpeachment proceedings against President Yoon, while some cabinet members resigned amid legal scrutiny.
) L] Internatlonally, human rights experts argued that the use of emergency powers to curb civil freedoms could violate international
: human rights laws. Domestically, courts reviewed the legality of the decree, with some officials facing accusations of

constitutional violations.

Future Outlook
' 8 Despite the repeal, the political and social crisis persists. The impeachment process against President
=L _  Yoon is ongoing, and high courts must soon deliver final rulings. Some analysts believe this episode could
,”' By lead to fundamental changes in South Korea’s political system, especially if legal actions succeed and

/ early elections are called.
Internationally, allies hope the crisis will be short-lived, restoring regional stability. However, concerns
remain that such events could set a dangerous precedent, potentially reviving military authoritarianism.

Lessons Learned
This incident underscores that even advanced democracies are vulnerable to backsliding. The swift
public backlash, legal oversight, and international pressure acted as safeguards for civil liberties.
While President Yoon quickly retracted the decree, the long-term damage to public trust and democratic
institutions remains.
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Internal and International Reactions tothe Declaration of Martial Lawin South Korea

By Sana Mashhudi, Political Science Undergraduate Student

In response to the unprecedented declaration of martial law in South Korea in 2024, the country's political and social
landscape entered one of the most turbulent periods in its modern history. On December 2024 ,3, President Yoon Suk-yeol
announced in a televised address that due to threats from «anti-state forces» and alleged support from North Korean
sympathizers in the National Assembly, the country would be placed under martial law. This declaration—the first since the
1979 military coup era—triggered widespread domestic and international reactions.

Domestic Reactions
Immediately after the announcement, public spaces in Seoul were transformed as hundreds of thousands of protesters
gathered in streets and around the National Assembly, condemning the president’s decision. Many demonstrators argued
that the move not only evoked memories of a dark authoritarian past but also severely restricted civil liberties and human
rights. Opposition party leaders, including members of the Democratic Party of Korea (DPK), joined the protests, chanting

slogans such as «Yoon, step down!» and «Save our democracy!»

Even within the ruling People Power Party (PPP), some
members opposed the emergency decree, calling it
unconstitutional and undemocratic. In an emergency
parliamentary session, lawmakers voted overwhelmingly
(0-190) to revoke the martial law declaration, despite some
PPP members supporting the repeal.

Beyond street protests, social media became a key
battleground. Citizens shared images and videos of security
forces clashing with demonstrators, calling for solidarity
and demanding President Yoon's resignation. Students
and activists also protested the deployment of military
personnel inside the National Assembly, further escalating

political tensions.

International Reactions
The global community swiftly responded to South Korea’s political crisis. Many governments
and international organizations expressed concern, with the U.S. and European nations issuing
travel warnings, urging their citizens to avoid protests and high-risk areas. Their embassies
in Seoul assured close monitoring of the situation, promising necessary protections for
expatriates.
Analysts and media outlets, including The Economist, criticized the move as a regression
of democracy, warning that it could damage South Korea’s reputation as a leading Asian
democracy. U.S. State Department officials noted that even though the decree lasted only six
hours, it inflicted serious harm on South Korea’s democratic credibility.
Meanwhile, United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres urged a peaceful resolution,
calling on military authorities to refrain from excessive force. Asian allies like Japan and
Australia also issued warnings about potential regional instability, with Japanese officials

particularly concerned that such actions could set a dangerous precedent for other nations.
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Interdisciplinary analyses of power structures note that returning to a pre-chaos state is impossible, as the experience of violence
alters mental and normative frameworks (Mameli, 2024). The children are rescued, but the island's events have become part
of them. The ending is not a full return to civilization but an entry into an order that organizes, rather than eliminates, violence.
The film»s final scene poses its most provocative question: If we cannot build an order without violence, is what we call
«civilization» merely another form of hierarchy and control? And if so, how far can humans distance themselves from their
inherent nature?

Interpretive Conclusion

On the surface, Lord of the Flies is a story about children, but at its core, it offers a narrative transcending age, setting, and
specific conditions. It is a narrated experiment on the nature of power in the absence of institutions, probing whether humans,
without external coercion, can create a just and stable order-or if what we call «politics» is only possible when external
structures like law, institutions, or continuous oversight curb our inner tendencies.

The films power structure begins from equality and descends into ritualistic domination. In this process, we witness the
reproduction of evolutionary traits in social behavior: competition for leadership, the formation of hierarchies, acceptance of
domination for security, and the use of symbols, rituals, and fear to solidify status. Many of these traits are observed in primate
studies, but what sets humans apart is their simultaneous capacity for resistance, critical thought, and norm redefinition.

The film shows that without institutions, even children's normative memory is insufficient to preserve order. Rules crumble,
personal ethics dissolve into collective ritual, and legitimacy yields to unsupported power. Yet figures like Ralph and Simon
highlight resistance: the ability to understand, reflect, and nonviolently oppose. This capacity, though minority-held, reveals
that politics, in its human sense, is not just power competition but the ability to stand against it.

Analyzing the film through evolutionary and political theories shows that humans, like other species, excel at constructing
hierarchies but can also critique, suspend, and rebuild them. This capacity activates only when institutions, culture, and
narratives provide space for reflection. Where these mechanisms are absent, what emerges from human «nature» may not be
desirable or ethical.

Ultimately, Lord of the Flies suspends judgment: it neither reduces humans to inherent violence nor promises their perfectibility.
It highlights the complexity of the human condition-a being whose biological evolution grounds power, but whose social history
invites tolerance. Between these realms lies a space both terrifying and hopeful: the realm of choice.
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point for group emotions, and leaders
like Jack exploit this fear to consolidate
power. This mechanism, observed in
human and animal societies, replaces
law with threat: subjugation instead of
consensus.

Through repeated rituals, the line
between symbolic acts and objective
reality blurs. Masks, chants, and
collective movements cease to be
representations and become truth
itself. In such conditions, ethics lose
their rational, individual form, replaced
by obedience, conformity, and the
elimination of dissent. Simoms death
at the hands of children who once
befriended him is not just sudden
violence but the moment when moral
identity vanishes into the collective.

With Jack's dominance, an authority
structure emerges, diverging from
classical legitimacy. He relies not
on votes or law but on symbolic and
psychological tools: rituals, masks,
fear of the imaginary beast, and
meat distribution. This legitimacy
stems not from rational argument but
from emotion, fear, and the need for
meaning-what Weber calls «charismatic
authority» (Weber, 1978).

Jackrs rituals-synchronized dances,
repeated chants, and painted faces-

resemble mechanisms in political
anthropology that reinforce group
solidarity and erase individual

responsibility (Durkheim, 2001/1912).
In this structure, individuals act not as
independent subjects but as parts of a
collective body. Responsibility vanishes,
and violence is sanctified by collective
participation.

Another key element is the systematic
use of fear. The beast, initially a childish
fantasy, becomes a social reality
through repeated narratives and rituals.
Jack, by emphasizing its constant threat
and monopolizing countermeasures,
solidifies his dominance. This mirrors
mechanisms described in James C.
Scotb»s theory of hidden transcripts
of power: in the absence of legitimate
institutions, fear and narrative shape
authority (Scott, 1990).
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Simon's death during a group ritual,
where he is mistaken for the beast,
marks the erasure of reality and myth.
This moment reflects the power of
charismatic authority to obliterate
truth, especially when fed by fear-
driven narratives. Simon, alone in
understanding that the beast is born
within the group, is killed by the very
terror he sought to expose.

This pattern of legitimization, observed
in behavioral analyses, is identifiable
not only in human societies but also in
primate structures where dominance
is maintained through displays,
vocalizations, and fear (de Waal, 1982).
Lord of the Flies intensifies these
mechanisms, showing how power can
be constructed and reproduced through
informal yet effective channels.

As most children join Jack:s camp,
Ralph is left isolated. What was once
a cohesive, voluntary group is now
divided into unequal power structures,
with Ralph-the symbol of participatory
rationality-targeted for physical
elimination. This marks not just a
leadens failure but the collapse of
political dialogue in an institutionless
state. Ralph, once elected by vote, now
survives not by legitimacy but by evasion.

Jack's victory signifies not just
dominance but the erasure of
alternatives. What charismatic power
cannot tolerate is not direct competition
but the existence of another order.
Ralph, even in his solitude, embodies a
past where law, dialogue, and mutual
respect held meaning. His elimination
is not merely physical but symbolic-the
death of the old order.

Ralph»s resistance, though physically
futile, is symbolically significant. He
does not fight or retaliate but strives
to survive, hoping to restore dialogue.
This model of nonviolent resistance,
preserving meaning, aligns with what
power theory terms «negative power» or
«power through survival» (Scott, 1990).

In this space, memory becomes a tool
of resistance. The children’s memories
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of life before the crash-of law, parents,
school, and order without fear-though
faded, are not entirely lost. This memory
offers a temporary end to the cycle
of violence, showing that even under
extreme ritualistic power, political agency
retains the capacity for resistance.
Evolutionary analyses of dominance and
resistance among primates reveal that
subordinates are not mere followers.
In species like bonobos and some
chimpanzee structures, subtle symbolic
or indirect actions limit the dominants
power (Boehm, 1999). Ralphs
resistance, in this framework, does not
deny dominance but seeks to preserve
alternatives.

In the filmys final moments, as Ralph
is hunted and the forest burns, he
encounters a naval officer-a symbol
of the civilized world, uniformed and
armed. This moment, narratively
signaling the end of violence and rescue,
is analytically the film»s sharpest point.
Does the officers arrival mean the return
of law and restraint, or merely a transfer
from one order to another?

The officer, gazing at the half-naked,
mud-caked children, sees them as
having lost control, needing discipline.
But what is lost is not just civilization»s
veneer but the psychological, ethical,
and social structures that once upheld
cohesion. The return to the shore is not a
return to pre-power experience. What the
children have seen and done remains; the
officers uniform and authoritative tone
themselves mirror another hierarchy-
more complex and institutionalized but
still rooted in command and organized
violence.

This confrontation conveys a deeper
message: the line between chaos and
order is not clear. Ralph»s tears are not
of relief but of bearing a heavy burden.
He has not only lost friends but witnessed
the collapse of an order he believed was
natural, stable, or inevitable. Ralph,
initially representing reason and order,
now symbolizes its failure in the absence of
institutions against a force that arose from
within and nearly killed him.
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signs of obedience, and the first sparks
of power struggles become evident.

The first attempt to organize collective
relations involves choosing a leader.
This seemingly simple act reflects the
childrems internalized experiences from
their institutionalized society, where
legitimacy is derived from voting, turn-
taking, and delegated authority. The
proposal for a vote and its unanimous
acceptance testify to the remnants of
civil order in their collective memory.
Ralph, with his calm demeanor and
possession of the conch shell, wins the
majority vote.

The conch becomes a symbolic tool for
summoning dialogue and legitimizing
authority-a mechanism akin to how
objects and symbols institutionalize
power in human societies (Weber, 1978).

Ralph, unlike Jack, who leans toward
direct domination, builds leadership
on dialogue, division of labor, and
cooperation. His power rests not on
coercion but on social legitimacy,
resembling what Weber terms «legal-
rational authority.» However, this
authority stems not from external law
but from the group»s collective mindset.
Meanwhile, Jacks appointment
as leader of the hunters, though
seemingly unifying, hints at structural
vulnerabilities.

Two leadership styles diverge: one
dialogue-centric,  rule-based, and
collective; the other performance-driven,
emotional, and control-seeking. The
small society attempts to reconstruct
civil order, but signs of fragility emerge.
Legitimacy, though present, lacks
institutional backing and depends on
trust and delicate power balances-easily
disrupted under stress and competition.

Over time, hunting exacerbates the rift
between Ralph and Jack, transforming
managerial  differences into a
fundamental divide in understanding
power and order. Jack's leadership,
centered on dominance, spectacle, and
emotion, contrasts sharply with Ralph»s
dialogue-based authority.

Hunting pigs for Jacks group is not
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merely about food but an ritual to
forge tribal solidarity. The dances,
chants, masks, and meat distribution
create symbolic rewards that foster
loyalty. These actions mirror traditional
structures of authority where legitimacy
stems not from reason or consensus but
from fear, spectacle, and ritual.

Physical changes-painted faces, half-
naked bodies, synchronized movements,
and ritual chants-signal the transition
from individual identity to absolute
loyalty to the group. In such conditions,
as comparative studies show, individuals
dissolve into collective roles, enabling
violence without guilt (de Waal, 2006).

Against Ralph, who clings to the hope of
rescue, Jack offers an alternative vision
of freedom from social constraints.
Children disillusioned with rational
structure are drawn to Jack's promises
of immediate, unmediated power.
Jack wields not only violence but also
dominates collective imagination
through rituals and symbols.

From this point, the island society
polarizes: rule-based order versus
domination-based order. This duality
manifests in leadership structures,
gender roles, rituals, symbols, and
member interactions. Power is no
longer exercised through consensus but
through obedience, emotion, and fear.

As Jacks power solidifies and more
children join his group, the island society
enters a phase where coherence is lost.
The clash between rational, dialogue-
based order and ritualistic, domination-
based order becomes explicit. Ralph,
striving to keep the fire alive and
organize shelters, represents a politics
of foresight and responsibility. He clings
to the conch, upholds meetings, and
preserves dialogue as a problem-solving
tool. Yet, this model is increasingly
marginalized, overshadowed by Jack's
structure, which offers immediate
rewards: food, excitement, group
security, and belonging.

Jackos society is built on ritual solidarity.
Painted faces, designated gathering
spots, and symbols like the beast and fire
create a collective identity independent
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of the initial order. Here, obedience
is based on emotion and fear, not rule
acceptance. Individual behavior submits
to group roles, and accountability gives
way to dissolution in the collective.

The choice between Ralph and Jack s not
between law and freedom but between
foresight and presentism, self-imposed
limits and blind liberation. Children are
swiftly drawn into a structure demanding
not understanding but participation in
rituals. The promise of uncertain rescue
yields to tangible security within the
group-even if it is rooted in violence.

Only a few, like Simon and Piggy, remain
loyal to the initial order. Others either
join Jack's power or succumb to fear.
The clash between order and chaos is
no longer theoretical but determines
lifestyles, identities, and fates.

As the power duality intensifies,
unwritten rules that once guided
collective behavior crumble. Respect
for speaking turns, calm in meetings,
division of labor, and even basic norms
like protecting the weak lose value. The
conch, once a symbol of law, becomes
meaningless. Its shattering marks the
symbolic end of legal legitimacy.

Piggy's death is not just the loss of a
vulnerable individual but the death of
what he represented: rational logic
and defense of dialogue. This death
results not from collective decision but
collective irresponsibility-a state devoid
of rules, adjudicators, or accountability.
This collapse cannot be reduced to an
ethical crisis but must be seen as the
erosion of norm-sustaining mechanisms.

Behavioral research shows that
internalizing social rules and norm
sensitivity require peer feedback,

social sanctions, and group approval.
In their absence, self-regulation falters,
giving way to obedience to dominant
power. The children, lacking collective
oversight, enter a state where individual
responsibility  dissolves.

Fear-especially of the «beast»-becomes
an effective tool for shaping collective
behavior in the absence of law. Though
imaginary, the beast becomes a focal
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Analysis of Power and Violence in Lord of the Flies:

An Interdisciplinary Study

Lord of the Flies

The film Lord of the Flies, adapted from
William Golding's novel, narrates the
collapse of order and the emergence
of power in the absence of social
institutions. A group of children, stranded
on a deserted island after a plane crash,
must collaborate to survive and decide on
the structure of their collective life. From
the outset, issues of leadership, resource
distribution, and maintaining order in
the absence of law arise. The film is not
merely a survival drama but a condensed
representation of a fundamental question
about human nature: If everything were to
start anew, how would power take shape?

What makes Lord of the Flies unique in
the study of politics and social behavior
is its narrative beginning at the «zero
point» of social structure. The children,
devoid of government or law, experience
direct human interaction and gradually
adopt structures that reveal clear signs
of hierarchy, obedience, resistance,
and violence. This process allows for
the examination of fundamental power
dynamics. Unlike many works that
depict formal institutions of power,
the film deliberately removes them to
explore conditions where power must be
constructed from scratch.

From the initial decisions about
selecting a leader to the formation of
factions and the creation of rituals, the
film portrays a process reminiscent of
both biological roots of hierarchy and
cultural constructs of legitimacy in
human societies.

This analysis avoids moral or
psychological interpretations of the
characters, focusing instead on the
emergence, consolidation, and decay of
social order through the lens of power
structures and political behavior. It
views power not as a purely codified
phenomenon nor violence as mere
cultural deviation but as elements that
shape human interaction.

When the children arrive on the island,
they encounter an unknown, uninhabited
environment devoid of pre-existing
civil structures. In this state, they face
neither laws nor adult authority, nor a
clear enemy or direct threat. The empty
silence of nature and the presence
of peers initially suggest equality,
cooperation, and voluntary order.
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However, the firstmoments of interaction
reveal signs of differentiation and
status. Some take initiative, others
hesitate; some are heard, others
ignored. In the absence of institutions,
social structure emerges from behavior,
body language, voice, and face-to-face
interactions. Standing at the center
of a circle, claiming leftover tools, or
deciding on search missions-all are early
signs of hierarchical patterns.

Contrary to the notion of childrenms
«innocent nature,» they quickly engage
in competition-not for survival in a
direct sense but for influence, visibility,
and leadership. Their behavior reflects
an implicit awareness of status: who
commands, who suggests, who is heard.
This raises a fundamental question: In
the absence of formal structure, does
the human mind inherently gravitate
toward hierarchy?

At this stage, the island serves as a
«laboratory condition,» an empty vessel
reflecting the nascent formation of
social order. Differences are not yet
solidified, norms are not established,
but distinctions among individuals begin
to form. From here, the film enters a
phase where collective choices, early
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than men to hold administrative roles, few attain
specialized or managerial positions. Further research
reveals that occupational segregation is not only
gendered but also racialized: men from different ethnic
groups earn relatively equal incomes, whereas women of
color face compounded discrimination, often relegated
to lower-paying, less prestigious jobs compared to white
women.

Traditional and cultural norms continue to hinder
women’s workplace advancement in many societies,
perpetuating misconceptions about their familial roles
and imposing occupational restrictions. Another major
challenge is work-life balance, as motherhood and family
responsibilities disproportionately impact women’s
career trajectories.

To improve women’s status in the workforce, systemic
measures are necessary:

1. Empowerment through education, skill development,
and equal opportunities for career growth.

2. Legal protections, including anti-discrimination laws,
extended maternity leave, and family-work balance
policies.

3. Cultural shifts in workplaces to dismantle traditional
biases and ensure equitable evaluation of men and
women.

4. Support networks, such as professional women’s
associations, to provide career guidance and
opportunities.

Conclusion

Despite persistent barriers, women have achieved
significant progress across various fields. Societal
attitudes toward women in the workforce are evolving, but
full equality remains distant. Strengthening protective
policies, fostering cultural change, and ensuring equal
opportunities can create a merit-based labor market
where gender does not determine professional standing.
A positive shift in attitudes toward women’s roles can
drive national and economic development. Governments
and legislation play a pivotal role in enforcing wage
equality and workplace equity.

Source: Sociology of Women / Pamela Abbott

Key Political Science Terminology Used:
¢ Gendered division of labor

e Occupational segregation

* Wage gap

e Structural discrimination

* Merit-based labor market

* Work-life balance policies

* Feminist political economy
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The position of women in the
workforce is a critical social and
economic issue worldwide. As
societies have progressed and
awareness has increased, women
have assumed more prominent roles
in the workplace. However, they
continue to face challenges such as
gender discrimination, wage gaps,
and limited opportunities for career
advancement.

Much of the existing research on
employment has primarily focused on
men and industrial laborers, with the
findings forming the basis of general
theories about worker attitudes and
behavior. Historically, women were
often identified by their domestic
roles as wives, and their entry into
the workforce was perceived as
insignificant. Feminist research,
however, reveals that women’s
participation in labor stems from
essential emotional and identity-
based needs.

Following the Industrial Revolution,
wage labor gained greater value over
domestic work, yet women were still
viewed as suited only for household
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- Attitudes Toward the Statusof Womeninthe Workforcé

duties. This gendered division of
labor is a socially constructed and
widely perpetuated fallacy. Women’s
workplace struggles begin at the
foundational level, where some are
denied education and subsequently
face barriers in hiring.

A common misconception is that
women work merely to supplement
household income, lacking
professional ambition due to their
perceived primary roles as mothers
and wives. However, there is no valid
justification for this assumption—
both men and women can equally
contribute to family income,
household responsibilities, and child-
rearing.

Women have historically earned lower
wages than men, rationalized by the
assumption that most would leave
the workforce after marriage. Even
for identical work, women received
unequal pay—for instance, pay
equity for male and female teachers
was not implemented until 1962.
Governments themselves played
a significant role in reinforcing
these disparities by favoring male

TabrizUniversity | PoliticalScience Association

—L

employment.

Working women were often seen as
threats to male breadwinners, with
critics arguing that their entry into
wage labor would leave some families
without income or depress wages
due to their lower pay. Consequently,
men sought to exclude women from
paid work or confine them to low-
status, low-paying jobs. Labor unions,
predominantly male-dominated, also
showed little interest in advocating
for women’s rights.

Women, however, did not remain
passive. They mobilized at all
levels, fighting for access to higher
education, professional licenses,
and greater workforce participation—
especially after World War Il. Despite
this, women were often relegated
to semi-professional roles (e.g.,
teaching, nursing) while their
husbands held higher-status, career-
advancing positions.

Occupational segregation remains
evident, with over %63 of women
concentrated in female-dominated
jobs. While women are more likely
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2. Taliban's Objectives and Policies

After regaining control of Afghanistan, the Taliban pursued
several key policies:

e Establishing an Islamic government based on Sharia

law and eliminating secular elements from the governance
structure.

 Garnering support from regional countries to gain
international legitimacy.

e Combating corruption and controlling Afghanistams
economy, including income sources such as the drug trade.

3. Role of Regional and Global Actors
* |ran: Irams policy toward the Taliban has been cautious.
While diplomatic relations have been established, concerns

remain about the Taliban»s support for extremist groups and

water disputes over the Helmand River.

* Pakistan: As a traditional supporter of the Taliban,
Pakistan has sought to leverage its influence over the group
to advance its regional objectives.

 China and Russia: These countries have adopted a

policy of engagement with the Taliban but remain wary of
Afghanistan»s instability and its regional repercussions.

¢ The U.S. and the West: Although U.S. forces have
withdrawn, they continue to exert control through sanctions
and economic pressure.

Probable Future Scenarios for
Afghanistan

1. International Recognition of the Taliban Government and
Normalization of Relations

In this scenario, the Taliban succeeds in gaining support

from some regional countries and achieves recognition. This

could lead to relative stability and a more moderate Taliban
governance.
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2. Outbreak of Large-Scale Regional War (e.g., Kabul-Tehran
Conflict)

A critical scenario involves border and religious tensions
between Iran and the Taliban escalating into military
conflict, either directly or through proxy warfare.

3. Continued Internal Conflicts and Civil War in Afghanistan
Here, the Taliban faces widespread domestic opposition
from resistance forces (e.g., the National Resistance Front)
and dissatisfied tribes.

4. Partition of Afghanistan

Some scenarios predict that Afghanistan could fragment
into autonomous regions due to ethnic and religious
divisions.

5. Collapse of the Taliban

If the Taliban fails to maintain domestic and international
legitimacy, widespread uprisings and the government:s
collapse could occur.

Conclusion

Afghanistans future developments will depend on

the Taliban>s engagement with regional countries, its
governance approach, and international reactions.

« If the Taliban moderates its policies, relative stability is
possible.

* Otherwise, the country may descend into civil war or
regional conflicts.

¢ The roles of Iran, China, Russia, Pakistan, and the U.S.
will be pivotal in shaping Afghanistans future.

This thesis provides a comprehensive picture of
Afghanistans probable future and its implications for the
region and the world.
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ResearchHypotheses:

1. The Talibans return to power will lead to changes in the
regioms geopolitical structures and the formation of new
alignments.

2. Iran, Russia, and China will converge in their policies
toward Afghanistan, in contrast to the West.

Literature Review

Numerous studies have been conducted on the Taliban's
role in Afghanistans future, the group>s policies, and
their consequences. Some of the most relevant research
includes:

e Article by Zahra Mahmoudi (2020): Analysis of
governance scenarios under the Taliban and the group:s
role in Afghanistans future politics.

 Analysis by Azam Ghods (2021): Examination of the
reasons behind the Talibans return to power and its
implications for Afghanistan»s domestic and foreign
policies.

Research Methodology
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3. Regional cooperation through organizations like the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization may expand, but
regional rivalries among Iran, Pakistan, and other powers

will intensify.

¢ Research by Siamak Shahri (2021): Investigation of the
Talibams impact on state-building and nation-building
processes in Afghanistan.

¢ Article by Mostafa Darouni Saveh (2021): Analysis of
the security consequences of the Taliban»s resurgence for
Irans national security.

These sources indicate that while previous studies have
focused on the past and the immediate aftermath of the
Talibams return, this thesis seeks to explore the future of
these developments and probable scenarios.

This study employs futurology and scenario analysis methods. Data were collected through library research, interviews
with experts, and content analysis of international reports. Additionally, geopolitical modeling and dynamic systems

analysis were used to evaluate various consequences.

Analysis of Developments and Key Actors
1. Factors Contributing to the Taliban)s Return to Power

The Taliban managed to seize Kabul with unexpected speed following the withdrawal of U.S. and allied forces. Key

domestic and regional factors included:

« Inefficiency and lack of legitimacy of the previous Afghan government among the people.
* Financial and intelligence support from certain regional countries, such as Pakistan.
* Weakness of Afghan security forces, which were unable to counter the Taliban.

* The Doha peace talks, which legitimized the Taliban as a political force.

TabrizUniversity | PoliticalScience Association

"




Political Science Journal
Ofoghe Siyasat
Comprehensive Thesis Summary
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Introduction and Research Significance

Research Questions and Hypotheses




Challenges to International Law
Extraterritorial sanctions violate core principles:

* Territorial Jurisdiction: Infringes on sovereignty by regulating
extraterritorial activities (Fahim et al., 2022).

* Free Trade: Conflicts with WTO obligations (Hakimdavar,
2018).

* UN Resolutions: UNGA Resolution 1996) 22/51) condemns
extraterritorial laws. The EU’s Blocking Statute (1996) shields
European entities from U.S. sanctions (European Commission,
2018).

Impact on Domestic Legal Systems in the
Middle East

Banking and Financial Reforms

e |ran: Enacted anti-money laundering laws (2019/2007) to
retain minimal banking ties under FATF pressure (Clawson &
Rubin, 2022).

¢ Iraq: Overhauled financial laws post1990-s sanctions (e.g.,
Central Bank Law, 2004) (Al-Riably & Ali, 2022).

New Legal Institutions

e Iran’s Supreme Council for Countering Sanctions:
Coordinates  anti-sanctions  policies.

¢ Trade Intermediaries: Legal entities to circumvent sanctions
(Youssef, 2020).

Anti-Sanctions Laws

e |ran’s Law to Counter U.S. Hostile Measures (2018):
Criminalizes compliance with U.S. sanctions.

* Arab Boycott of Israel Laws: Clash with U.S. sanctions (JSLS
Report, 2023).

Effects on International Treaties

* Trade Agreements: U.S. sanctions disrupted the Greater Arab
Free Trade Area (GAFTA) (Arab League, 2020).

« Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs): Rendered unenforceable
due to secondary sanctions.

* Force Majeure Claims: States invoke rebus sic stantibus
(fundamental change of circumstances) to suspend treaty
obligations (Mohebi, 2020).

Case Study: JCPOA’s Legal Fallout

 U.S. Withdrawal (2018): Undermined pacta sunt servanda,
prompting Iran’s ICJ case under the 1955 Treaty of Amity (ICJ
Order, 2018).

e Snapback Mechanism Disputes: Divided interpretations
deepened regional legal rifts (UNSC Report, 2020).

Commercial and Contractual Adaptations
 Sanctions Clauses: Contracts now include anti-sanctions
provisions (ITU, 2021).

 Barter Trade: Surged by %300 in the Middle East (-2018
2023) (World Bank, 2023).

* Local Currency Payments: Reduced reliance on USD.
Arbitration Shifts

e Forum Shopping: Preference for non-Western arbitration
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hubs (e.g., Singapore, India).
¢ Regional Arbitration Centers: New institutions address
sanctions-related disputes.

Regional Legal Countermeasures

Alternative Payment Systems

o SWIFT Alternatives: Iran’s SEFAM, Russia’s SPFS.

¢ Bilateral Currency Agreements: +25 agreements signed
(2023-2018) (IMF, 2023).

¢ Digital Currencies: Crypto and CBDCs pose new legal
challenges (Barker, 2022).

Regional Blocs

 Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU): Iran’s accession (2023)
reduces Western dependency.

e Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO):
membership fosters non-Western legal ties.
* Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): Reshapes regional legal norms
(China BRI Report, 2022).

Challenges

¢ Compliance vs. Sovereignty: Anti-sanctions measures risk
violating FATF standards.

¢ Technological Complexities: Crypto regulations remain
ambiguous (Blockchain Law, 2023).

Iran’s

Case Studies Iran

¢ JCPOA Collapse: Spurred legal innovations (e.g., Resistance
Economy Headquarters).

¢ Banking Reforms: AML/CFT laws adapted to sanctions (CBI,
2021).

Iraq

¢ Oil-for-Food Legacy: Dual legal systems persist post-Saddam
(Gordon, 2018).

* 0il/Gas Laws: Sanctions-proofing clauses (Iraq il Report,
2021).

Syria

¢ CaesarAct (2019): Blocked reconstruction aid, complicating
refugee returns (UNHCR, 2022).

Conclusion

U.S. sanctions have profoundly altered Middle Eastern legal
landscapes, driving domestic reforms, regional alliances,
and innovative workarounds. While these adaptations reduce
Western leverage, they introduce new legal risks—from
crypto governance to international liability. The region’s legal
relations now navigate uncharted terrain, demanding dynamic,
interdisciplinary analysis.
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The Impact of U.S.
Sanctions Sequences on
Legal Relations in

Middle Eastern Countries

Introduction

Economic sanctions have long been a diplomatic tool in U.S. foreign policy to exert pressure on nations. The Middle East, as
a strategic region, has been a focal point of U.S. sanctions, from oil embargoes against Iran in the 1950s to complex, multi-
layered sanctions in recent decades. These measures have transcended economic impacts, reshaping the legal frameworks of
the region (Katzman, 2023).

This article provides a comprehensive evaluation of the legal consequences of prolonged U.S. sanctions on Middle Eastern
countries. It analyzes the legal foundations of sanctions, challenges posed by extraterritorial sanctions, domestic legal reforms,
and emerging regional legal mechanisms to offer a holistic view of their ramifications.

Legal Framework of U.S. Sanctions
Domestic Legal Basis

U.S. sanctions are primarily enforced under domestic laws,
including:

¢ International Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA,
1977): Grants the U.S. president broad authority to impose
economic restrictions during emergencies (Carter & Farha,
2019).

e Trading with the Enemy Act (TWEA, 1917): Authorizes the
president to restrict trade with adversarial nations.

e Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act (CAATSA, 2017): Imposes extensive sanctions on Iran,
Russia, and North Korea.

e Caesar Act (2019): Targets Syria and its economic
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partners.

The Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) administers
sanctions, listing designated entities on the Specially
Designated Nationals (SDN) List (Giumelli, 2021).

Types of Sanctions and Legal Scope

1. Primary Sanctions: Restrictions on U.S. persons/entities
dealing with sanctioned parties.

2. Secondary (Extraterritorial) Sanctions: Penalties on
third-country entities engaging with sanctioned nations—a
contentious practice under international law (Gordon, 2021).
3. Sectoral/Targeted Sanctions: Focus on specific industries
(e.g., oil, banking, arms).




Content of the Letter

The letter opens with an invocation of divine mercy and is
addressed to «young people whose awakened conscience
compels them to defend the oppressed women and
children of Gaza.» It expresses solidarity with students
in the U.S., acknowledging their role in the «front of
resistance» against their government’s ruthless support
for the «Zionist regime.»

Key themes include:

1. Historical Context of Palestinian Oppression: The letter
details the displacement and violence inflicted upon
Palestinians since the British Mandate, the establishment
of Israel, and ongoing U.S. political, economic, and
military support for the «apartheid Zionist regime.»

2. Call for Critical Thinking: The Supreme Leader urges
students to scrutinize global issues like Palestine,
Western support for Israel, and the realities of Islam,
moving beyond superficial narratives.

3. Emphasis on Shared Human Values: The letter advocates
for global solidarity to address crises, framing resistance
as a moral duty against oppression.

4. Role of Youth in Resistance: Students are described
as part of a broader resistance front, with their activism
contributing to international networks of justice.

5. Invitation to Study the Quran: The letter recommends
engaging with the Quran to understand its teachings on
justice, resistance, and human dignity.

Historical Background

The letter coincides with the aftermath of the «Al-Agsa
Storm» operation (October 2023 ,7), a pivotal moment
in Palestinian resistance against Israeli occupation.
This event intensified global protests, particularly in
Western universities, where students condemned U.S.
and European support for Israel. The letter leverages this
momentum to amplify youth activism.

Impacts and Messages of the Letter
1. Increased Awareness and Student Solidarity: The letter
spurred research and dialogue on Palestine, fostering
empathy and the formation of pro-Palestinian student
groups.

2. Strengthening Protest Movements: Inspired by the

letter, students organized rallies and campaigns o

to pressure Western governments to revise
pro-Israel policies. “‘
3. Influence on University Policies:
Some universities introduced programs on
Palestinian issues due to heightened student
activism. ‘
4. Promotion of Quranic Study: The letter’s
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recommendation to study the Quran led to a surge in
interest, with reports of Western youth engaging with
Islamic texts to understand Palestinian resilience.

International Reactions

* Media: Outlets like The Guardian noted increased Quran
reading among Western youth as a form of solidarity with
Palestine.

¢ Political Figures: U.S. representatives criticized the
letter, inadvertently highlighting its influence.

Conclusion

The Supreme Leader’s letter is not merely supportive but
a call to action, urging youth to defend human rights and
resist oppression. Its impacts—awakening consciences,
fostering global solidarity, and promoting Quranic
engagement—mark it as a milestone in pro-Palestinian
and human rights movements. As history unfolds, the
letter affirms that the voices of justice-seeking youth can
drive meaningful change.

References:
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Analysis of the Impact of the Letter from the Supreme Leader
of the Islamic Revolution to Young Pro-Palestinian Supporters in
Universities Across the United States and European Countries in 2024

Arman Saeidi (Master’s in American Studies)

(Pouya Haji Vand (Bachelor’s in Political Science

Abstract:

This article analyzes the letter from the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution to students
supporting the oppressed Palestinian people in universities across the United States and Europe.
The letter, which calls on the awakened conscience of youth, emphasizes Islamic and humanitarian
principles while criticizing the policies of Western governments. It highlights the role of young
people in the axis of resistance and the defense of human rights. The impacts of the letter include
the strengthening of pro-Palestinian groups, increased political awareness of human rights issues,
and enhanced intercultural relations among youth. Ultimately, this message serves as a turning
point in the history of pro-Palestinian and human rights movements, particularly in Europe and the
U.S., encouraging global solidarity and action. It demonstrates that their voices for justice can lead

to positive changes in the international system.

Introduction:

In 2024, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, Ayatollah Khamenei,
addressed a letter to young pro-Palestinian students in U.S. universities, which quickly
garnered significant attention. The letter was published amid global complexities,
particularly concerning the Israeli regime’s aggression in occupied Palestine. In this
context, the youth, as an influential and future-shaping demographic, play a pivotal role
in building a more just and sustainable future.

The letter not only addresses contemporary challenges but also underscores the

importance of critical thinking and an accurate
understanding of realities. Iran and the U.S. have
a history of tense relations rooted in political,
cultural, and economic issues. However, recent
years have seen growing dissent among American
youth against their government’s policies,
reflecting deep societal divisions. The Supreme

\ Leader's letter serves as a roadmap, offering
: — < / American students an opportunity tgaconsciously
p S \ " align with justice.
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¢ Economic Impacts:
o Infrastructure destruction, high reconstruction

costs, trade disruptions.

o Refugee crises strain neighboring economies
(Jordan, Lebanon).

o Global oil market volatility due to Middle East
instability.

* Political-Social Effects:

o Rising nationalist/anti-Israel sentiments.

o Shifts in Arab states’ policies (e.g.,
normalization with Israel).

14-13. Future Predictions

¢ Prolonged conflicts, potential spillover to other regions.
¢ Peace negotiations (if successful) could reduce
tensions, with global powers (U.S., EU, Russia) playing
pivotal roles.

15. Shifts in Foreign Policies

e Arab States: Normalization with Israel (e.g., UAE,
Bahrain) vs. resistance supporters (Qatar, Lebanon).
¢ Iran: Bolsters Axis, counters Arab-Israel ties, competes
with Saudi Arabia.

* Global Powers:

Caspian
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0 U.S. balances support for Israel with diplomatic
outreach.

o Russia/China back Iran/Syria, seek economic
influence.

16. Conclusion

Israel’s wars with the Axis of Resistance are a defining
issue for Middle Eastern security, with profound
implications for global stability. The conflicts drive
political instability, economic damage, humanitarian
crises, and shifts in international alliances. Diplomatic
solutions and sustained ceasefires are vital to mitigate
these impacts and reshape regional power dynamics.
References (Selected):

e Ebrahimi (2023). Israel’s Wars and the Axis of
Resistance: Political-Military  Analysis.

o Kazemi (2021). Security and International Relations in
the Middle East.

¢ Hashemi (2022). Palestinian Resistance Groups and
Regional Equations.

¢ Rahimi (2025). The Future of Middle Eastern Conflicts:
Global Implications.
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6. Hypotheses

¢ The wars will significantly alter diplomatic relations
among regional states, particularly concerning the
Abraham Accords and normalization with Israel.

U Conflicts will strengthen the national and
political identity of resistance groups, reshaping domestic
policies in regional countries.

¢ Israel’s wars will enhance the military capabilities of
resistance groups, altering regional security equations.

7. Research Objectives

¢ Analyze the history and trends of Israel’s wars with the
Axis (Hamas, Hezbollah, Iran).

* Examine military strategies and their outcomes.

¢ Assess impacts on domestic policies of involved states
(Lebanon, Syria, Palestine).

e Study shifts in foreign policies of regional/global
powers toward Israel and the Axis.

e Predict long-term political, economic, and security
trends in the Middle East.

8. Research Limitations

¢ Rapid regional changes mé}" lepp_lic_é‘ge analysis.

¢ Limited access to primary sources/key interviews due
to security/political constraints.

TURKEY
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9. Literature Review

¢ Key conflicts: 2006 Lebanon War, Gaza Wars, Syria War
(Iran’s role in supporting Assad/Hezbollah).

 Iran’s centrality in the Axis: Military/financial support
to resistance groups, nuclear program implications.

* Regional shifts post-wars: Political-security
realignments, Arab-Israel relations.

11-10. Axis of Resistance: Definition and Components
* Core Members:

o Iran (central hub, supports Hezbollah, Hamas,
Palestinian Islamic Jihad).

o Palestinian groups (Hamas, Islamic Jihad).

o Syria, Iraqi Shiite militias, Yemen’s Houthis.
¢ Objectives:

o Counter Israel and Western influence.

o Preserve Islamic/regional identity.

o Promote regional stability (as perceived by the
Axis).

12. Factors Influencing the Wars

o Military Strategies: Israel’s tech-driven strikes
vs. Axis’ asymmetric warfare.

¢ External Support: U.S. backs Israel; Axis supported by
Iran/Russia.
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| 2. Research Necessity and Importance

The study s critical due to the conflicts’ wide-ranging impacts on regional and global politics, security, economy,

and society. Key aspectsinclude:
« Effects on regional security and political-diplomatic developments.
¢ Humanitarian and economic consequences.
* Role of global powers in regional dynamics.
* Forecasting future regional developments to mitigate further conflicts and promote peace.

3. Research Type 4. Research Method

A mixed-method approach (qualitative and quantitative) Descriptive-analytical, focusing on the impacts of Israel’s wars
using credible sources and analysis of events to provide a with the Axis of Resistance on regional developments, clarifying
comprehensive  assessment. trends in international relations and Middle East security.

5. Research Questions

. Main Question: How will Israel’s war with the Axis of Resistance affect future Middle East developments?
J Sub-Questions:

0 Impact on regional stability and security.

0 Future trajectory of Israel-Axis relations.

0 Influence on domestic policies of regional states.

0 Effects on Arab-Israel relations (e.g., Abraham Accords).
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Impact on the Future of Regional Developments
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Abstract:

This article analyzes Israel's war with the
Axis of Resistance and its effects on regional
developments. The ongoing conflicts between Israel
and resistance groups such as Hamas, Hezbollah,
and the Islamic Republic of Iran not only lead to
direct consequences for the involved countries but
also trigger significant political, economic, and
social transformations across the region. These
wars result in major shifts in the regional balance
of power, heightened security competition among
regional actors, and economic pressures on both the
involved nations and their neighbors. Additionally,
the conflicts exacerbate humanitarian crises and
displacement, creating substantial social and
economic challenges. This article examines the
economic impacts of these conflicts on regional
countries, the role of global powers, and their
influence on diverse political and economic policies.
Ultimately, the future of the Middle East will be
profoundly shaped by the outcomes of these wars,
potentially leading to major shifts in regional and
global politics. The aim of this article is to analyze
Israel’s wars with the Axis of Resistance, identify
influential factors, and forecast future developments
in the Middle East. To this end, it explores various
dimensions of these conflicts, the military strategies
of the involved parties, and their implications for

international relations and regional security.
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Israel’s War with the Axis of Resistance and Its
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Keywords:

Israel’s war, Axis of Resistance, regional developments,
Middle East security, foreign policy, international
relations, military strategy.

| Introduction:

The Middle East has long been one of the world’s most volatile
regions, with political tensions and wars intensifying, particularly
after the establishment of the Zionist regime. One of the most
significant conflicts in the region is Israel’s war with the Axis of
Resistance, which involves countries such as Iran, Syria, Lebanon’s
Hezbollah, and Palestinian groups. These wars have far-reaching
effects on the political, military, and economic landscape of
the region, potentially shaping a complex future for the Middle
East. This article analyzes the various dimensions of Israel’s war
with the Axis of Resistance and its impact on the region’s future
developments. The researcher seeks to answer the question: How
will Israel’s war with the Axis of Resistance influence the future of
regional developments in the Middle East? Preliminary findings
suggest that these wars will enhance the military capabilities of
resistance groups against Israel, leading to fundamental changes
in the future regional security dynamics.




Thus, Iran must strategically retreat, prioritizing its national
interests while considering the critical domestic and
regional crises that threaten its stability. If necessary, Iran
should reconsider its foreign policy, even resuming political
and economic relations with the U.S. and the West. Shared
economic and political interests could foster convergence,
resolve disputes, and pave the way for a comprehensive
agreement to permanently resolve this issue. Continuing
the current confrontational foreign policy and anti-Western
stance will only render future negotiations as ineffective as
the JCPOA. The new U.S.

Given Iran’s advanced nuclear knowledge, leaving the treaty
would signal an intent to develop nuclear weapons, further
isolating Iran and risking military strikes by Israel or the U.S.
Former Intelligence Minister Mahmoud Alavi warned in 2020:
«The Supreme Leader has issued a fatwa banning nuclear
weapons, but if a cat is cornered, it behaves differently. If
Iran is pushed in that direction, the blame will not lie with
Iran.» (Mashregh News, 2020).

Such statements suggest Iran could revise its nuclear
doctrine if pressured. Withdrawal would lead to crippling
sanctions, war risks, and global isolation. Staying in the NPT
and cooperating with the IAEA remains Iran’s best option to
avoid further escalation.

U.S. Military Preparations
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Recent U.S. military movements in the Middle East—including
the deployment of 9-6 B2- stealth bombers (capable of
carrying bunker-buster bombs) and multiple aircraft carriers
near Iran—signal Washington’s resolve for a final resolution
of Iran’s nuclear issue. Additionally, unprecedented U.S.-
UK aerial operations and MQ9- reconnaissance drones
patrolling near Iran’s territorial waters suggest imminent
military action. While these moves could be pressure tactics,
given Trump’s history of acting on military threats, they
should serve as a grave warning for Iran.

Conclusion

With global and regional dynamics turning against Iran,
withdrawing from negotiations and expanding nuclear
activities will only invite harsher sanctions and potential
military strikes. Given Iran’s domestic and economic crises,
it cannot withstand such pressure. Instead, Iran should
adopt a realistic approach, cooperate with the IAEA, and
avoid provoking Israel and the U.S. into preemptive strikes.
Continuing its confrontational policies will only lead to
another failed agreement like the JCPOA. The new U.S.
administration will demand negotiations on Iran’s missile
program and regional policies, and without policy revisions—
especially regarding Israel and the West—Iran will face
renewed UN sanctions and possible military action.

Yari, Ehsan; Rezaei, Danesh; Gholami, Mohammad Hassan (2018). *»Typology of International
Sanctions Imposed on the Islamic Republic of Iran (2016-1979)»*, Majlis & Rahbord Quarterly, pp.

Khoshdel, Sahar (2024). *»The Continued Validity of the 1974 Israel-Syria Disengagement Agreement
After Recent Developments» *, Iranian Association for United Nations Studies

Deutsche Welle (2012). «Full Text of Chapter VIl of the UN Charter»

Radio Farda (2013). «Abbasi: Submarine Fuel Requires %45 Enrichment»

Fararu (2024). «What is the NPT, and What Are the Consequences of Withdrawal?»

Factyar (2022). «Saeed Jalili’s Claim That Iran Was Never Under Chapter ViI»

Mashregh News (2020). «The Costly Remarks of the Intelligence Minister»

Mashregh News (2020). «What is the Snapback Mechanism?»




Political Science Journal
Ofoghe Siyasat

TheFutureoflran’sNuclearDossier

ParsaBagheri Master>s studentinpolitical science University of Tabriz

Perhaps one of the most complex and protracted international issues in Iran»s contemporary history is the Islamic Republic's nuclear
dossier. Despite all parties» efforts to resolve the nuclear dispute through diplomacy, this goal has yet to be achieved for various
reasons. The Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the pinnacle of international diplomatic efforts, ultimately failed to resolve
Irams nuclear issue. Since states act rationally in their relations with other international actors, they always seek to maximize their
national interests. Given the escalating nuclear crisis and regional and global developments, this paper examines some of the most
critical future issues concerning Irams nuclear dossier, focusing on the countrys interests.

The future of Iran's nuclear dossier depends on several factors. The first factor was the U.S. elections, which could have determined
how this issue would be handled. With Trump»s election and his return to the White House, it was expected that Iran>s nuclear dossier
would expand beyond its atomic program to include other dimensions, such as its missile program and regional policies. Consequently,
the Islamic Republic has adopted a more hardline stance against the U.S. position, leading to increased economic and financial
pressure on Iran. U.S. oil sanctions on Iran were reinstated, and the continuation of this situation could escalate Iran>s nuclear crisis. If
the U.S. does not launch a preemptive strike on Iran's nuclear facilities, we may once again witness the issuance of UN Security Council
resolutions against Iran.

Regionally, Israel is also capable of exerting pressure on Iran. The situation has progressed to the point where the Trump administration,
aligned with Netanyahws government, is considering military action against Irams nuclear facilities. Given the Trump administration's
history of military actions—such as the bombing of Syria following the Assad regime»s chemical attacks and the assassination of Qasem
Soleimani—this option cannot be ruled out.

Currently, Irams nuclear dossier, even in the absence of unilateral U.S. military action, could be
perceived as a threat to global security and peace. This raises the question of whether Iran falls under
Chapter VII of the UN Charter. Contrary to Saeed Jalili>s claims, Iran was subjected to UNSC Resolution
2010) 1929), which imposed sanctions under Article 41 of Chapter VIl (Factyar, 2022). The resolutions
issued against Iran, which led to extensive sanctions, were based on Article 41 of Chapter VIl and were
suspended following the JCPOA agreement.
If Irams nuclear dossier is deemed a threat to international peace and security, the issuance of a new
UN resolution and the reimposition of sanctions under Article 41 of Chapter VIl would not be surprising.
Continued tensions and the lack of an agreement could even lead to Iran falling under Article 42 of
Chapter VI, authorizing coercive or military measures against its nuclear program. Given that the Trump
administration seeks an agreement restricting Iran's missile program and regional policies in addition
to its nuclear activities, Irans resistance could trigger the snapback mechanism, reinstating UN
sanctions under Chapter VII.




Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
The 17 SDGs.adoptedby UNmember statesin2015. areoutlined below:
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Goal . \ .
Number Title Description
1 No Poverty Eradicate extreme poverty by 2030.
5 Zero Hunger End hunger, achlgve food sgcurlty, and promote
sustainable agriculture.
3 Good Health Ensure healthy lives and well-being for all ages.
4 Quality Education Promote inclusive and equitable education.
5 Gender Equality Empower women and girls globally.
6 Clean Water Ensure access to water and sanitation for all.
7 Affordable Energy Provide modern, reliable, and sustainable energy.
8 Decent Work Foster inclusive economic growth and employment.
9 Industry & Innovation Build re5|lleqt |nfra§trgctqre and promote
industrialization.
10 Reduced Inequality Reduce disparities within and among countries.
11 Sustainable Cities Create inclusive, safe, and resilient urban spaces.
12 Responsible Ensure sustainable production and consumption
Consumption patterns.
13 Climate Action Combat climate change and its impacts.
14 Life Below Water Conserve marine resources.
15 Life on Land Protect terrestrial ecosystems and halt biodiversity
loss.
16 Peace & Justice Promote inclusive societies and access to justice.
17 Partnerships Strengthen global cooperation for sustainable
development.

Source: UN Sustainable Development Goals
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Sustainable Development

The term «sustainable» derives from sustenere (to maintain). The Brundtland Commission (1987) provided the
seminal definition:

«Sustainable development meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations
to meet their own needs.»

Historical Roots:

o 1713: German forestry expert Hans Carl von Carlowitz introduced «sustainable use» of forests.
o 1757: Wilhelm Gottfried Moser expanded on sustainable forestry.
o Modern Context: The concept gained traction as a critique of capitalist exploitation of natural resources

(e.g., Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations). By the 1980s, it was formalized in global development agendas.

Indicators of Sustainable Development
After the 1992 Earth Summit, the UN Commission on Sustainable Development (1995) developed 134 indicators to
measure progress, categorized into four domains:

1. Economic (e.g., GDP per capita, employment rates)

2. Social (e.g., education access, gender parity)

3. Environmental (e.g., carbon emissions, forest cover)

4. Institutional (e.g., governance quality, policy coherence)

Countries are encouraged to adapt these indicators to national priorities (Pour Asghar, 14-11 :2015).

Conclusion

Development is achievable only when policymakers design context-sensitive strategies. While definitions of
development vary, sustainable development has emerged as a holistic framework integrating economic, social, and
environmental imperatives. By leveraging SDGs and tailored indicators, nations can assess their progress and chart
future policies effectively.
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Examining the Concept of Sustainable Development:
Goals and Indicators

Author: Maryam Rajabi (Bachelor's in International Relations, University of Guilan)

| The Concept of Development

The term «development» (from Latin Develomentum) signifies growth, improvement, and expansion, traditionally linked to
economic progress. However, its definition has been highly contested (Miyoujud, 2017: 462).

* Post-WWII Era: Development was equated with economic growth, as seen in Rostow’s stages of growth theory (traditional
- transitional - take-off - maturity - mass consumption). The UN adopted this view, declaring the 1960s the «Decade of Devel-
opment» for Third World nations, targeting 6% annual growth (Saei, 2012: 21-23).

e Critiques: By the 1970s, it became clear that conflating development with economic growth was inadequate. Broader defi-
nitions emerged, incorporating social, political, and psychological dimensions. For instance, Michael Todaro defines devel-
opment as:

A multidimensional process involving fundamental changes in social structures, attitudes, institutions, and econom-
ic growth-reducing inequality and eradicating absolute poverty. Development occurs when a society transitions from undesir-
able conditions to materially and spiritually better ones.
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