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Short English Abstract:

This exploratory reader-response study
asked participants to reflect on the
emotional impact of novels read under
ordinary, self-selected reading conditions.
The researcher then compared novels
associated with stronger and weaker
empathic reactions and identified textual
patterns more common in highly empathic
works. These included present-tense
narration, temporal asynchrony, narrated
perception, and denser representation of
characters’ consciousness at emotionally
intense moments. The article does not
claim that any single technique guarantees
empathy; rather, it offers evidence that
narrative form can shape how readers
access characters’ perceptions and
emotions.

APA 7 Reference & Access

Peacock, L. (2026). Reader empathy,
textual features and the novel.
Language and Literature. Advance
online publication. https://doi.

org/09639470261458875/10.1177
Publisher page | Google Scholar
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BON'T TURN THE PAGE!
T JUST GOT STARTED!

ONCE UPCM A DUCK . . .

Excuse me, but have
either of you seen a Bear?

T HAVEN'T SEEN A BEAR
AROLND HERE.
ARE TOU SURE TOU ARE TRY THE NEXT PAGE,
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Short English Abstract:

Using qualitative document analysis,
this article studies how two postmodern
picturebooks turn the child reader into an
active participantin narrative construction.
Page turning, direct address, visual
contradiction, typographic change, absent
protagonists, and deliberate narrative
gaps destabilise the usual hierarchy among
author, narrator, character, and reader. The
analysis argues that these metafictional
strategies make the material book itself
part of the story and require readers to
test expectations, detect manipulation,
and complete missing meanings. Such texts
can therefore support creativity, critical
thinking, visual literacy, and awareness of
how narratives are constructed.

APA 7 Reference & Access

Yasar, E. (2026). Metafiction and narrative
hierarchy in postmodern children’s
literature: The cases of The Monster at the
End of This Book and The Bear Who Wasn't
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Advance online publication. https://doi.
org/10.1007/s7-09694-026-10583
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also demonstrates that picturebooks can
connect language education with cultural
knowledge, provided that Indigenous
voices are approached respectfully and
are not reduced to decorative examples of
diversity.

APA 7 Reference & Access:

Miralles-Alberola, D., & Pérez Agustin,
M. (2026). Engaging student teachers in
Indigenous children’s literature through
the picturebook Fry Bread: A Native
American Family Story—A mixed method
study. Children’s Literature in Education.
Advance online publication. https:/doi.
org/10.1007/s0-09663-026-10583

Publisher page | Google Scholar

Short English Abstract:

The study analyses ten wordless animated
short films from the DIALLS project
to explain how multimodal texts can
communicate equity, inclusion, and ethical
meaning without relying primarily on
verbal language. Using critical sensory
multimodal literacy and kineikonic
analysis, the authors examine interactions
among colour, sound, rhythm, movement,
and gesture. They show how values such
as fairness, cooperation, and care can
be experienced through embodied and
affective forms before they are discussed
conceptually. The article therefore
expands literacy beyond decoding words
and offers a strong rationale for sensory
and multimodal resources in inclusive
early-childhood education.

APA 7 Reference & Access:

Gacumo, R. J., Coats, K., & Kucirkova, N.
I. (2026). Reading without words: Sensory
inclusionand meaning-makinginchildren’s
multimodal texts. Children’s Literature in
Education. Advance online publication.
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Short English Abstract:

In an in-class experiment, 142 children
listenedtoeitherhopefulorfearfulpassages
from Hannah Gold’s climate-fiction novel
The Last Bear. The researchers measured
emotional responses, environmental
attitudes, and intentions to engage in
Neither
emotional framing changed children’s
climate attitudes, and both conditions
were associated with a small reduction
in stated behavioural intention. Children
nevertheless reported a varied emotional
response that could not be reduced to

a simple hope-versus-fear distinction.

climate-mitigating behaviour.

The findings caution educators against
assuming that emotionally powerful
climate stories automatically produce

persuasion or pro-environmental action.
APA 7 Reference & Access
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Beek, S., Borst, R., Claassen, S., Goudbeek,
M., & Looij, P. (2026). Hope or fear?
Children’s responses to climate change
fiction. Environmental Education Research.
Advance online publication. https:/doi.or
g/13504622.2026.2618476/10.1080
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Further Reading: Selected 2026 Research on Children’s
Literature, Culture, and Education

Short English Abstract:

This qualitative and interdisciplinary study

analyses four contemporary picturebooks
that address migration, multiculturalism,
gender identity, environmental anxiety,
and postcolonial memory. By combining
literary, discourse, multimodal, and ethical
analysis, the author shows how words
and images can create spaces for ethical
reflection, emotional engagement, and
intercultural learning. The article argues
that picturebooks are especially valuable
when educators use them dialogically
rather than as vehicles for fixed moral
messages. In this way, children’s literature
can support identity exploration while
helping
difference with greater interpretive care.
APA 7 Reference & Access:

Masat, M. (2026). Navigating identity
and diversity: Children’s literature as a
mirror of cultural change in education.
Journal of Education Culture and Society,
796-779 ,(1)17. https://doi.org/10.15503/
jecs2026.1.779.796

Publisher page | Google Scholar

learners encounter cultural

Short English Abstract:

This article examines Harriet Muncaster's
IsadoraMoonseriesasaresourceforprimary
English-as-a-second-language classrooms.
Through literary and applied-linguistic

analysis, it explains how first-person
narration, recurring characters, scaffolded
repetition, and emotionally meaningful
situations can support vocabulary,
comprehension, and communicative
competence. The study also highlights the
series’ potential for discussing difference,
belonging, and cultural identity. Its main
contribution is a literature-based model
of language instruction in which linguistic
development is integrated with emotional
literacy and intercultural awareness rather
than treated as a separate technical
objective.

APA 7 Reference & Access:

Munoz Andrés, P. (2026). Growing with
Isadora Moon: Children’s witch lit as a
pedagogical tool for ESL and cultural
literacy in primary education. Children’s
Literature in Education. Advance online
publication. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s-09665-026-10583y

Publisher page | Google Scholar

Short English Abstract:

This mixed-method study reports a
teacher-education  project conducted
across three Spanish universities in two
iterative cycles. Student teachers worked
with the Indigenous picturebook Fry Bread
and designed English-language learning
scenarios around its twelve thematic
sections, including food, shape, sound,
history, nation, and continuity. The findings
suggest that carefully contextualised
engagement with Indigenous literature
can broaden prospective teachers’
intercultural perspectives and enrich
their pedagogical planning. The study



A Critical Reappraisal of Children’s and Young Adult
Literature and Reading Promotion through the Lens of

Fatemeh Naseri, PhD student in Curriculum m !

Planning, University of Tabriz

This article critically reappraises Soraya
Ghezelayagh’s Children’s and Young Adult
Literature and Reading Promotion, a
widely used Persian-language university
resource in education and children’s
librarianship. The aim is not to dismiss the
book retrospectively, but to distinguish its
enduring contributions from assumptions
requiring revision in light of contemporary
scholarship and children’s changing media
environments. The work is examined in
relation to instructional organization,
literary aesthetics, pedagogical purpose,
adult—child authority, developmental and
sociocultural conceptions of childhood,
digital media, literary history, diversity,
and critical representation. The review
identifies important strengths. The book
offers a coherent introductory map of
major genres, selection criteria, historical
developments, and reading-promotion
practices; emphasizes the complementary
roles of family, school, library, and media;
and provides practical guidance where
comprehensive Persian resources have
been limited. Several areas nevertheless
require updating.
sometimes subordinated to instrumental

Literary value s
outcomes; children’s preferences and
agency
attention; stage-based models may appear

interpretive receive limited
overly universal; and the treatment of
digital media is too narrow for an era
of convergence, interactive narrative,
commercialization, algorithms, and

data collection. The historical discussion

Contemporary Childhood Studies

would benefit from greater attention
to institutions, publishing economics,

translation, illustration, censorship,
distribution, and actual conditions of
access. Contemporary evaluation also
requires explicit consideration of gender,
language, class,

disability, family diversity, environmental

ethnicity, migration,
concerns, and the distinction between
representational presence and
meaningful narrative agency. A revised
edition should retain the original work’s
clarity, comprehensiveness, and practical
orientationwhileaddingliteraryaesthetics,
reader response, child participation,
critical literacy, digital and algorithmic
literacy, accessibility, translation, and case-
based analysis of Iranian and translated
books. These revisions could transform
a valuable foundational guide into a
current, research-responsive, and critically

usable reference.
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Aynaz Fathi, undergraduate student of
Educational Sciences at the University
of Tabriz

Film Analysis:Midnight in Paris

Nostalgia, Narrative Identity, and Arts-Based Learning

This article offers a theoretical analysis
of Woody Allen’s Midnight in Paris as a
cultural and educational text concerned
with nostalgia, creativity, professional
identity, and learning through imagined
encounters with the artistic past. The
analysis does not treat the film as
empirical evidence for psychological or
educational theories. Instead, Boym'’s
between restorative and
nostalgia, McAdams and
McLean’s account of narrative identity,
concept

learning, and Kolb’s model of experiential

distinction
reflective
Bandura’s of observational
learning are employed as interpretive
lenses for examining the protagonist’s
transformation. The film follows Gil
Pender, a dissatisfied screenwriter who
idealizes Paris in the 1920s and repeatedly
travels into a fictionalized past populated
by celebrated writers and artists. The
analysis shows that these encounters
initially reinforce “golden-age thinking,”
in which the present is experienced
as inauthentic and meaningful life is
projected onto an imagined historical
period. The narrative's critical turning
point occurs when Adriana, despite living
in Gil's ideal decade, longs for an earlier
age. This repetition reveals nostalgia as
a selective narrative construction rather
than a transparent account of historical
reality. Gil's meetings with Hemingway,
Gertrude Stein, and other artistic figures
can also be read as dramatized forms of
modelling, feedback, and apprenticeship.

Midnight in Paris

written and d d by 'oedy Allen

R e AT ‘i

Yet the film ultimately locates creative
development not in proximity to genius or
in residence within a privileged era, but in
the willingness to submit work to criticism,
revise one’s self-story, tolerate uncertainty,
and make decisions in the present. From
a narrative-identity perspective, Gil
gradually reconstructs himself from a
successful but dissatisfied screenwriter
dependent on external validation into
a person who accepts responsibility for
his professional and relational choices.
The article proposes several wuses in
higher education, including comparative
analysis of historical documents and
fictional representation, discussion of the
mythology of artistic genius, reflective
writing about personal “golden ages,”
and media-literacy activities focused on
omission, romanticization, and authorial
framing. Important limitations are
acknowledged: the film centers adult
experience, represents historical figures
in stylized form, compresses professional
growth into a dramatic arc, and should not
be generalized as a model of psychological
change. Its educational value lies primarily
in the questions it enables rather than in
any verified instructional effect.



Literature Education and the Cultural Development

of Iranian Students:
An Interdisciplinary Analytical Review

JE—
Samin Adineh, PhD student in Food Science
and Engineering at the University of Tabriz

This article presents a targeted narrative
review of the mechanisms through which
literature education may be associated
with the cultural development of
students in Iran. Cultural development
is defined here not as the accumulation
of information about canonical authors,
but as the capacity to use language,
participate in meaning-making, access
symbolic resources, interpret cultural
difference, question representation, and
produce narratives in multiple forms.
Selected Persian and English scholarship
on literacy, language and culture, shared
and interactive reading, narrative identity,
capital, literacy, and

multiliteracies is conceptually synthesized.

cultural critical
The review is organized around five
interrelated domains: linguistic and

expressive development; imagination
and the construction of possible worlds;
cultural memory and belonging; critical
interpretation of texts and power; and
participation in print, visual, digital, and
multimodal forms of literacy. The synthesis
indicates that literature education
can potentially enrich vocabulary and
narrative competence, expand students’
interpretive repertoires, support creative
and reflective thinking, and provide a
dialogic space for engaging with cultural
continuity and social difference. These
possibilities, however, are conditional
rather than automatic. They depend on
the literary quality and diversity of texts,

meaningful student choice, sustained

' aune
o "' 6 Roshdieh Student Scientific Quarterly

0 i e ol ol gl e bl

reading of complete works, teacher
preparation, access to functional school
libraries, and pedagogies that permit
evidence-based disagreement. The review
also highlights structural constraints in
the Iranian school context, including
fragmented
textbook excerpts, unequal access to

test-oriented instruction,
books and digital resources, limited time
for voluntary reading, and insufficient
attention to visual, algorithmic, and
artificial-intelligence literacy. A cultural-
capital perspective further shows that
students do not enter school with equal
access to valued linguistic practices and
reading resources; consequently, literature
education may reproduce inequality unless
access and participation are deliberately
broadened. The article proposes protected
reading time, stronger integration of
into the curriculum,

school libraries

literature circles, reader-response
journals, oral-history projects, podcasts,
multimedia adaptation, and assessment
of argumentation, revision, collaboration,
and use of textual evidence. Because the
review is narrative rather than systematic
and draws partly on international research
conducted with different age groups and
languages, its conclusions should be tested
through locally designed studies. Overall,
the article argues that literature becomes
an infrastructure for cultural development
only when curriculum quality, equity of
access, teacher learning, and critical digital

literacy are addressed together.
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Literature, Cultural Identity, and Social Skills

among lIranian Students:
From Representation to Critical Dialogue

This analytical review investigates how
literary education may contribute to the
formation of cultural identity and the
practice of social skills among Iranian
students. The article rejects the assumption
that identity is a fixed essence or the direct
result of one-way transmission of national
and moral values. Instead, cultural identity
is conceptualized as a multilayered,
narrative, relational, and dialogic process
inwhich linguistic, local, national, religious,
generational, and social affiliations are
continually interpreted and renegotiated.
The analysis draws on narrative identity
theory, the metaphor of books as mirrors,
windows, and sliding glass doors, research
on fiction reading and social cognition,
and the principles of critical literacy. These
perspectives are used to examine the
educational possibilities of both classical
Persian literature and contemporary
texts. The review suggests that literary
works can provide symbolic resources
through which students recognize aspects
of their own experience, encounter

unfamiliar lives, explore alternative
viewpoints, and articulate personal and
collective memories. Classical works such
as the Shahnameh, Kalila wa Dimna, the
Golestan, and the Masnavi can remain
culturally meaningful when they are
taught as complex and historically situated
narratives rather than as repositories of
predetermined moral messages. Evidence

concerning fiction and social cognition

of Tabriz

indicates possible but generally modest
effects; therefore, literature should
not be assumed to produce empathy,
prosocial behavior, or national belonging
automatically. Such outcomes depend on
text quality, representational diversity,
the teacher’s dialogic competence, the
availability of a psychologically safe
classroom, and opportunities to connect
interpretation with collaborative activity.
The article also identifies significant
risks, including indoctrinatory teaching,
reduction of literary works to single
“correct” meanings, exclusion of local
and family languages, and stereotypical
representations of gender, ethnicity,
social class, disability, and ways of life. It
concludes that identity-oriented literary
education should combine shared cultural
resources with critical questioning, student
choice, evidence-based discussion, and
attention to voices absent from the text.
Recommendations include diversifying
school and library collections, comparing
original works with adaptations, using
role-play and perspective
training teachers in dialogic literary
discussion, and assessing
reasoning rather than their repetition of

rewriting,
students’

approved interpretations.

Aynaz Fathi, undergraduate student of
Educational Sciences at the University



Children’s and young adult literature
occupies a distinctive position at the
intersection of language, art, culture,
education, and readers’ lived experience.
This analytical review examines its major
principal genres, and the
required for the responsible

functions,
criteria
selection and evaluation of books for
children and adolescents. Rather than
treating literature merely as a vehicle for
moral instruction or information transfer,
the article conceptualizes reading as
an aesthetic, interpretive, social, and
developmental experience shaped by the
interaction among text, image, reader,
adult mediator, and cultural context.
The discussion synthesizes scholarship
on shared reading, picturebook theory,
literary criticism, contemporary childhood
studies, reader agency, and multimodal
literacy. The analysis shows that access
to books is a necessary but insufficient
condition for establishing a sustainable
reading culture. The quality of adult-
child interaction, opportunities for choice,
dialogic questioning, the literary and
visual coherence of the work, linguistic
accessibility without simplification, and the
presence of diverse and non-stereotypical
representations are equally important.
The article further differentiates the
evaluative requirements of picturebooks,
poetry,
fiction, fantasy, science fiction, nonfiction,

wordless narratives, realistic

reference works, and folktales. Particular

What Is the Role of Children’s and Young Adult

Literature?
Functions, Genres, and Evaluation Criteria

attention is given to the relationship
between words and images, the accuracy
and traceability of informational content,
the internal logic of fictional worlds, the
credibility of characterization, and the
ethical implications of adaptation and age
recommendation. Print and digital forms
are not presented as inherently opposing
domains; instead, they are understood as
components of a wider media ecology.
Accordingly, digital reading should be
assessed in relation to narrative relevance,
cognitive load, accessibility, commercial
influence, privacy, data collection, and
children’s degree of control. The review
concludes with a practical framework that
integrates literary quality, developmental
appropriateness,
representation, material design, reader

cultural  relevance,
response, and opportunities for critical
conversation. This framework is intended
to support teachers, parents, librarians,
publishers, and curriculum planners in
selecting works that respect both adult
responsibility and children’s interpretive

agency.
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Children’s and young adult literature plays a foundational
role in human development. During childhood and
adolescence, literary experiences can open pathways
to language, imagination, ethical reflection, social
understanding, and cultural memory. Age-appropriate
stories and poems also provide a symbolic space in which
youngreaders canrecognize emotions, consider alternative
perspectives, and rehearse ways of responding to life’s
challenges. The present special issue approaches literature
not merely as a vehicle for instruction, but as an aesthetic,
cultural, and dialogic experience whose educational
value depends on the quality of texts, the diversity of
representation, and the conditions in which reading takes

place.

Fatemeh Naseri,Managing Editor of Roshdieh Publication
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