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Tabriz is one of the most important cities
in Iran and the capital of East Azerbaijan
province. With a total area of 23745
square kilometers, this city is the third
largest city after Tehran and Mashhad. It
is the largest city in the north west of Iran
and known as an administrative, commu-
nication, commercial, political, industrial,
cultural and military hub of the region.
This city has a population over 1,773,033.
In 1500 AD, when it was the capital of Safavid
Empire, Tabnz was known as the fourth largest
aty in the world. This city also was big and
important in Qajar epoch. People of Tabniz
speak in Turkish.

Tabriz is located in the west of East
Azerbaijan province and in the east and
south east of Tabriz plain. This city is
bounded by Eynali and Pokechin Mountain
from the north, Bababaghy and Gavazni
Mountains from the northeast, Payan neck
from the east and Sahand Mountains
from the south. Tabriz is very cold in win-
ter and warm in summer.

This city has different names in historical
documents such as " "tavrezh"

¥ A

"tavrez",
and "tori". Tabriz has been destroyed and
rebuilt many times throughout the history.
The current historical buildings of the city

dates back to the Parthian and Sassanid
period. Tabriz was the capital city of Iran
in Kharazmshahian, llxanan, Qara Qoyun-
lu, Aqg Qoyunlu, Safavid and Qajar dynasties.
Tabriz has experienced several natural and
human-caused disasters including attacks by
foreigners and deadly earthquakes. The dty
due to its proper position in the past was
one of the commercial centers in the region
and today is also an important industrial
region in the country.

Tabriz in the past two centuries has been
the origin of many sodal, cultural and indus-
trial changes, so that it was the beginner of
the Constitutional Revolution (known as
Mashrooteh in Persian) and it was playing
the main role in other revolutions like Islam-
ic revolution of Iran in 1357 AH and mod-
ernization of the country.

Tabnz is Known as the "aty of firsts”, beggars-
free dty, dty of underpasses and overpasses,
the safest and healthiest city of Iran, the cra-
dle of investing in Iran, the second industri-
al city of Iran, the second university city of
Iran, the second health tourism destination
in Iran, chocolate city, the automobile hub,
the diesel engine manufacturing hub of the
middle east and one of the most important
aties in hosting immigrants.

28

The 15th graduation ceremony for non-lranian students



The 15th graduation ceremony for non-lranian students

Tabriz is the most populated city
in Azerbaijan district of Iran, one
of the historical capitals of Iran
and the present capital of East
Azerbaijan province. People in
Tabriz are well known for their
Religiosity, courage and freedom
Joving features.

Considering the exact date of
urban settlement in Tabriz, is
difficult. According to some research-
ers, the current city of Tabriz was
built on the ruins of Tawrez city
which was the capital of Armenia
during the rule of Parthians of
Armenia, It is written in the "history
of Iran" book, Cambridge University
Press: Tabriz was built in the early
Sassanid period (third or fourth
centuries A.D.) or most likely in the
seventh century.

29 Although the predslamic history of
~ Tabriz city is uncertain but fortunately
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NT istory of Tabriz

One of the eldest maps of Tabriz

the postddamic history is dear. The
city has been destroyed and rebuilt
many times throughout the history.
The city was wvery popular at the
beginning of the ldamic period.

Tabriz was the capital city of Iran in
Kharazmshahian, Ixanan, Qara
Qoyunlu and Agq Qoyunlu periods,
the first capital of Safavid Empire, and
the beginner of the Constitutional
Revolution against the tyranny of
Mohammad Ali Shah.

Proximity of the city to Iran
and Ottoman border led the
city to be wvulnerable to the
otteman threats: so that it was
occupied by Ottoman many
times and because of that Shah
Tahmasp |, the second Safavid
Emperor of Iran, decided to
transfer the capital to Qazvin.
During the Safavid period, Tabriz
resumed the commercial and

economic boom of the Mongol
After an
Tabriz
was again revived during the

patriarch period.

economic depression,

Qajar dynasty and was used as

residence center of Iranian
Crown Prince,

Language

The predominant language

spoken in Tabriz is Azerbaijani
Turkish. Similar to the other parts
of Iran, the official language is
Persian and the most inhabitants
are  professional  users of
Persian language that is the official
language of Iran and the sole
language of education.

Religion

The majority of people are
followers of Shia Islam. Religious
minorities such as Christians
and Zoroastrians are also live in
Tabriz.



Traditional clothing

Traditional cdothing in East Azerbaijan,
more than any cultural issues has been
under quick changes. Today, you can see
local clothing only among local villagers
and nomads. Geographic condition, envi-
ronment and climate, lifestyle, social
condition, economic condition, techno-
logical advances, as well as religious and
customs of different communities are im-
portant factors affecting the clothing in
different communities. Local dothing of
famous tribes in East Azerbaijan, like
Shahsavand and Arasbaran is one of the
most cultural attractions.

Traditional costumes of Azerbaijanis are
very beautiful and noble. Female dresses

Ancient Tabriz
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are decorated with intricate embroidery
decorated with beautiful "gold" bands.
Women's wear is made basically of silk
and velvet. The style reflects the marital
status and age of the owner. A young girl's
wear noticeably differs from a married one.
Young women dress the most brightly
and elegantly. Menswear is also very noble.

| It depicts their courage and should not be

too tight to constrain swift movements.
Men and women clothing are composed
of 3 parts: caps, clothing and footwear.
Skullcap, scarf, shawl, headbands,
scarves, colorful scarf were the most
common rural and tribal woman’s clothing.
Long shirts, long and short skirts, vest, jacket
with velvet and cashmere fabrics are the
woman's dothing. Woman'’s foot wear had
different types, like socks, slippers (shoes
without heels), Qundara (a single cheek
leather shoes in wedding parties). Men
also had different types of hat, in Turkish
they are called Burk or Papakh and were
included felt hat and skullcap. Men's
clothing contains white shirts, Panjeh
(sort of clothing such as coats), sheep
skin and suede. Dolama (special kind of
boots) is also cover of a variety of tribal
and rural men of East Azerbaijan.

BEBEO
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Traditional music of Azerbaijan
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In Azerbaijan, music is a
component of the culture of
people. Ashigs are artists
who have been raised
among the people. The
history of this music is dear and
today it has an unforgettable role
in traditional ceremonies and
ntuals. Appropriate to the
araumstances, they play songs
with original art and pleasant
sound in wedding ceremonies
and in traditional cafés.

In the past, back to Parthian
period, there were groups
that sang the ups and
downs of sodal history in
form of song and story for
people. They were called
"Gossan"and"Minstrels" (sin
gers).

Azerbaijan experienced and
capable Ashigs do the same;

when signing their folk
songs, they play deftly and
at the same time, execute
the most sensational species
of "Hava" and they narrates
passionate epic poetry and
native stories.

Azerbaijan  contemporary
Ashigs are the owner of
massive trove of art and
historical literature of their
ancestors.

Contemporary  Ashigs of
Azerbaijan promote  their
Elaborate and  beautiful
poems with a fine feeling
and honesty of the art
among the people.

in the most villages of
Azerbaijan, parties and
wedding ceremonies always
are being held with Ashigs.
Even in some areas

that

people don't have access to
Ashigs, pass several miles to
invite an Ashiq.

Ashigs plays Saz. Saz is an
instrument like Tar, lts old
name was Ghopoz (similar
to Kamancheh). The Ashiq is
accompanied by mostly one
or two Balabanchi (Balaban
player) and a Ghavalchi
(Ghaval player). And some-
times some of the Ashigs
come together and perform
their art.

Ashiq is the artist of people
and should have some skills.
He is poet, composer, singer,
musidan, actor and also a
narrator. He is so creative in
these skills and is an artist
who performs all these by
his pleasant sound and
skillful hands.

In the past this artist was
also known as Oozan,
Varsagh and Yanshagh. But
the most skillful and compe-
tent artist was called Dada, like
Dada Yad-yad (tenth century)
and Dada Torab (twelfth
century) but the most famous
one was Dada Gorgud.
Tourists of Azerbaijan and
spedally Tabriz cty who are
interested in music can
become acquainted with Azer-
baijan music and instruments
of this region during their
visit in Amir-Nezam house
(Qajar museum).
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§ Famous People from Tabriz
"o

Shahriar

Seyyed Mohammad Hossein
Behjat Tabrizi, mainly known by
his pen name, Shahriar, was a

notable Ianian poet of
Azerbaijani ethnicity, who wrote
in Azerbaijani and Persian. He
wasbom in 1906 A.D. in a village
near Tabriz named Khoshkanab.
His most important work
“Heydar Babaya Salam” is
considered to be the master-
piece in Azerbaijani literature
which gained great popularity in
the Turkic world and was
translated to more than 80
languages. Shahriar's verse takes
diverse forms, induding hyrics,
quatrains, couplets, odes, and
elegies but his lyrics are very
famous.

He died on 18 September 1988
in one of the Tehran's hospitals
and his body was transferred to
Tabriz and was buried in
Magbaratoshoara and the day
of his death is named the
"national day ofpoem" in kan.
Saib Tabrizi

Mirza Mubhammad Ali Saib
Tabrizi was the most famous
sonneteer of eleventh century
and the most famous poet in
Safavid period. He was bom in
Tabriz in 1000 AH. His father was

a reliable businessman, His
family was one of a thousand
families who had migrated from
Tabriz to Isfahan with direct
order of Abbas | of Persia. Shah
Abbas I, the emperor of Persia,
bestowed upon him the title
King of Poets. Works of Saeh,
except three or four thousand
bits of Ode, one short and
incomplete Masnavi named
Qandahar-nama and two or
three git'as, all of them are
Ghazal. Besides writing in
Persian, Saib was known to 17
Azeri ghazals. The style that Saeb
completed after a century was
called "Indian style". He died in
1080 AH and buried next to
Zayanderud River in lsfahan.
Jabbar Baghcheban

Mirza Jabbar Asgarzadeh (often
known as Jabbar Baghcheban)
established the first Iranian
kindergarten for the deaf and
was the inventor of Persian
language cued speech and He is
also the author and publisher of
children's books in Iran. He was
bomn on 25 November 1966 in
Yerevan, capital of Armenia and
his grandfather was from Tabriz
or Uremia. Jabbar Baghcheban
was the father of the late Iranian
composer Samin Baghcheban.

Sattar Khan

Sattar Khan or Sattar khan-e-
Garedaghi was a pivotal figure in
the  kanian  Constitutional
Revolution and is considered a
national hero in Iran. He resisted
against the anti-Constitutionalist
forces in Tabriz. He was borm on
20 October 1866 in Arasharan of
Azerbaijan province of Iran in a
merchant family. later Sattar
Khan became a great general of
the Constitutional Revolution.
Taking into account Sattar kKhan
and Bagir Khan's heroism during
the battle, Sattar Khan was
honored by the title of "Sardar-e
Melli" (National General) and
Bagir khan "Salar-e

Melli" (Mational Leader) by the
order of the Assembly. Sattar
Khan stayed in Tehran until his
death at the age 4% on 9
November 1914, He was buried
in Shah Abdul Azim cemetery in
Shahr-e Ray near Tehran.

The 15th graduation ceremony for non-lranian students
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Mehdi Bakeri was an Iranian
war hero in the Iran—irag
War. He was born in 1954 in
Miandoab, West Azerbaijan
Frovince in a religious Iranian
Azerbaijani family. He was

graduated in Mechanical
Engineering from the Univer-
sity of Tabriz. During the
Iranian revolution of 1979
he joined the revolutionar-
ies. After the beginning of
the Iraqi imposed war against
Iran, he joined to the Sepah.
He was one of the best com-
manders of the Army in the
8-year lran-lrag war and the
commander of the Ashura
Corps, unit 21. Martyr Bakeri
served as mayor for nine
months and later as the
public prosecutor of Urmia,
West Azerbaijan. He was
martyred during the Badr
operation and in the fore-
front of the battle on Arvand
River.

Parvin Etesami

Rakhshandeh Etesami, known
as Parvin Etesami was one of
Iran's greatest female poets.
She was born on 16 March

1907 in Tabriz, Iran. She

learned Persian, English and
Arabic literature from her
father, a well-known literary
figure. Parvin Etesami began
writing poetry from very
young age; her first published
works appeared in the lranian
magazine Baharin the early
1920s, when she was just a
teenager. Her poems had
mainly social or mystical
subjects, often being about
the tyranny of the rich and
the rights of the poor and
the downtrodden and the
role of women. The first
edition of her Divan (book of
poetry) compromised 606
poems including masnavis,
gasidas, ghazals, git'as,
musammats. In her short life
she achieved much fame
among Iranians and she died
in 1241 from Typhoid fever
in Tehran and was buried in
Com.

Allameh Jafari

Allameh Mohammad Tagi
Jafari was an Iranian scholar,
philosopher, intellectual, and
Islamic theologist. Jafari was a
Shia philosopher and thinker
in the recent time. He was
expert in various fields such as

history, logicc, metaphysics,
philosophy, literature,
mysticism, jurisprudence, and
philosophy of sdence. Moham-
mad-Tagi Jafari was bom in

1925 in Tabriz, kan. He was
graduated from elementary
studies in Tabriz and continued
his education in the Talebieh
Seminary. He wrote more than
100 books and treatises and also
27 volumes of Translation
and Interpretation of the
Mahj al-Balagha and 15
volumes of Interpretation
and Criticism of Rumi's
Masnavi. He was died on 16
November 1998 in London
and was buried in Mashhad,
in the vicinity of Imam Reza.
Allameh Tabatabaei

Seyed Mohammad Hossein
Tabatabaei was one of the
most prominent thinkers of
philosophy and contemporary
Shia, Islam. He was born in
Tabriz in 1902 and received
his earlier education in his
native Tabriz city, mastering
the elements of Arabic and
the religious sciences. And
at about the age of twenty
set out for the great Shiite
university of Najaf to continue
more advanced studies. He
is famous for Tafsir al-Mizan, a
twenty-volume work of
Quranic exegesis. His wrote
forty-four titles; three of
which are collections of his
articles on various aspects
of Islam and the Qur'an. He
was died on 14 November
1921 in Com.



Tabriz Cuisine

People in Tabriz always
welcome their guests with
a variety of gourmet foods.
Tabriz has very delicious
foods. Famous dishes in
Tabriz include:

Ash is a kind of soup
prepared with  bouillon,
various vegetables, carrots,
noodles and spices.
Abgoosht or Shorva is a
hearty soup made of mutton
(sheep meat) and chickpeas.

Souvenirs of Tabriz

Souvenir is a gift of travel and
bringing gifts as a souvenir is an
Old Iranian traditional custom. In
Iranian culture, bringing souvenir
by a person who is on a trip is
very common. Getting familiar
with souvenirs of a region is a
motivation of traveling to that
place.

East-Azerbaijan province as an
immemorial tourist destination,
by having a various kinds of
handicrafts and souvenirs is

It has been cooked in Ira
for many years and, until re-
cently, is the main dish of
most families in Tabriz.
Chelow kabab served on a
plate of steamed rice is the
national dish of Iran. Tabnz is
famous for the quality of its
chelow kabab. Stuffed Grape
Leavesisa traditional de-
licious Azerbaijani food and a
famous appetizer of
Tabnz. The filling general-

one of the regions of Iran that
doesn't let a tourist come back
to hisfher country without
bringing any souvenirs. Un-
doubted, this province is one of
the suitable provinces that are
well known for their foods and
sweets., Azerbaijan is well known
for its various kinds of sweets
which are healthy and tonic with
delicious and memorable taste.

"Qurabiya" is the most famous
pastry of Tabriz that is cooked
in a special way with different
kinds of nuts. Using fresh and
desirable ingredients in this

Ancient Tabriz
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ly consists of rice, split

peas, fried onions and
vegetables (dill, fennel and
leek). Another kind of
dolma is prepared with
eggplant, capsicum, tomato
or zucchini filled with a mix-
ture of meat, split pea, onion
and various spices. Gami-
yarikh (meaning "the tom
abdomen" in Azeni) is a kind
of dolma filled with meat,
garlic, almonds and spices.
Tabriz kofte is a special
recipe from Tabriz with the
appearance of big meat-
balls, which are prepared
with a mixture of ground
meat, rice, leeks and some
other ingredients. The
word kofta is derived from
kuftan in Persian means
"to beat" or "to grind".
Carrot stew (khoresht-e-
havij), Green Beans Cutlets,
Yogurt Soup (Ash-e Mast)
and tomato Ash are also
famous and popular cuisines
in this region.

pastry made it the most special
pastry of this city.

"Riss", "Moga", and "Rahat-ol-
Holgom", are the other kinds of
delicious sweets that could be a
great souvenir with wvarious
kinds of packing. These sweets
have nectar inside, so having a
cup of tea beside them s
recommended.

"Sesame sweet"”, "Tashihi sweet",
Azerbaijan dairy specially dairies
of Ligvan valley, Mohammdi
flower's jam of Tabriz, natural
honey of the Sahand mountains,
Marageh's Basliq and Sojouk,
Dushab & Walnut Halva of
Osku, are the other souvenirs
of Azerbaijan.

Tabriz nuts, with global quality
is one the best productions of
Iran. Dried fruit such as peach,
apricot, plum made in east
part of Azerbaijan especially
Marageh, are very famous.

34
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Tabriz is one of the great
handicraft centers of Iran.
Several handicrafts like carpet,
Glim, Varni, Shawl, ay dishes,
Ceramic, Leather shoemaking
are produced in this province.

As most featured ones can be
named as carpet weaving,
wooden arts (Khatam,

moarragh...) traditional hand
weaving (woolen and silk jajim ),
traditional printing, glass art,
metal art, etc.

Tabriz Carpet

Tabriz is one of the oldest rug
weaving centers and makes a
huge diversity of types of
carpets from third century AH.
Tabriz has been a large and
worldwide famous carpet
making center in the Iran and
the world. It played a signifi-
cant role in developing the rich
traditions of the decorative
and applied arts. Tabriz was
named World Carpet Weaving

City by the World Crafts Council
in October 2015. The carpet
making art was passed on from
generation to generation and
was considered the most valued
heirloom.

The range starts at Bazaar
quality of 24 raj (Number of
knots per length of 7 cm of the
widths of the rug) and on up to
the incredibly fine 110 raj. Raj
are the units of knot density (it
shows the fitness of the rug
which based on the number of
strings used for the foundation
of the rug Strings materials
are usually made of cotton or
silk which is used for very fine
rugs). The traditional topics for
the Tabriz carpets are the
ornamental patterns, with the
following dominant background
colors: cream, red or navy
blue.

Tabriz has one of the most
diverse displays of designs

to figural, pictorial, and even

3-d shaped rugs. The most
typical for this school are rugs
and carpets grouped under the
common name "Lachak turanj”.
In the middle of the center
field and in the corners of the
carpet (“lachak”) (triangle)
there are "turanj” (Citron). The
turanj in the center of the
carpet is a symbol of the
Maoon, and the pattern formed
by lozenges with the toothed
leaves on the edges symbolizes
the scales of the fish, which
rises to the surface of the
water at midnight to admire
the Moon reflection. The origin
of this composition dates back
to the 9th-10th centuries.
Often the topics for the Tabriz
carpets are drawn from the
works of the great Oriental
poets.
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Kilim
Kilim is one of the famous
handicrafts of Tabriz
which is made from silk,
wool and goat hair  Kilim

in its traditional form is
used to cover the floor,
walls or as a blanket for
animals but today it is used
as a modern rug at urban
homes.

Leather

Tabriz is the major center
of leader production in the
Middle East. Tabriz leather
shoes are the best of kind.
These handmade shoes are
sold in Tabriz shoe market
in historical bazaar complex.
In addition, leather bags,
coats gloves and etc are
very famous.

Tabriz handicrafts are always

creative and

these creative crafts is

leather carpets. These
products are made by
combining rug, leather,

patent leather and jajim.
Leather carpets are used as

\ decorative mats, beautiful
§ tablecloths, cushions and
etc that are compatible
with modern houses.
Textile production
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Hand textiles

weaving
spedally brocade and silk

are popular from past
times, in Iran and east
Azerbaijan. As matter of
fact Safavid period got well
known as Golden Age of
Prosperity. At that time
silk, golden and velvet
clothes produced sample
of which are being kept in
Astan-e- Ghodse Razavi mu-
seum and Esfehan museum.
Needlework

This art has been common
in Mameghan, located in
50 km destination of west
of Tabriz. In recent years,
due to low income, artists
got out of interest. But it
got prosperous with cultural

G|
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Except
that silk was replaced by
rayon.

Silver work

art organization.

Silver-work is very popular
in Tabriz from years ago.
Silver carving is one of the
well-known crafts of East
Azerbaijan province. Silver
products indude jewelries,
dishes, mirrors, candlesticks,
picture frames and other
decorative objects. Silver-
work is a combination of
art, technique and industry.
Today, even people who
did not know much about
silverworks until recently
are buying silver objects to
decorate their homes.
Before this time, silver
objects had been thought of
as luxuries, because of their
high prices. But attitudes
have changed, and today
more people are decorating
their homes with silverwork,
which also can be a
valuable family asset. Two
advantages of silver objects
are that they don't break,
and they are easy to
maintain and dean.

The 15th graduation ceremony for non-lranian students



Llalgs

Ancweni Tabnz

Rd @O

" Pottery and Ceramic

The 15th graduation ceremany for nen-lranian students

37

Ceramic productions are
made in some workshops
in Tabriz and Zonuz. In
Zonuz ceramic craftsmen
use particular kind of soil.
Like Zonuz, ceramic industry
in Shabestar has a long

period experience and

productions are distributed
to all over the country.

‘The city of Firsts".... An

ancient title for Tabriz
that by hearing the
name, the cradle of first
ones comes to minds.
MNow that you are in Tabriz,
you had better allocate a
part of your surfing to
see Tabriz's firsts.

Start your trip from Sa’at
Tower. 5a’at Tower also
known as Tabriz Munici-
pality Palace is Iran’s first
city hall and municipality
and contains some other
firsts: the first city and
municipality museum,
Fire Fighting Tower as the
first firefighting station in
Iran, the first press
equipment in publishing
industry hall, the first taxi
and first fire engine.

z1iqe] Jo S3sii4 ay3 USIA

What is widespread
among people in Tabriz is
taking basket for shopping.
So it caused this art get
popular. Flexible branches
of sour cherry, willow and
etc are used for basket
weaving. Very delicate
baskets are woven in
Maraghe and surrounding
villages.
Traditional printing

is a cloth that is

Batik
traditionally made using a
manual wax- resist dying
technique, which was used

in Indonesia, Thailand,
Srilanka, India and Iran. In

Roshdieh schoel located in
Artesh street, the first new
style school in lran contains
modern training history. In
fact, Tabriz is the country
training cradle. Do not lose the
opportunity and visit Tabriz
University. Rabe Rashidi located
in Beilankooh depicts the city
of firsts, magnificently.

The Tabriz Firefighting Tower,
also known as Yanghyn Tower
located in Khagani, is another
first in Tabriz.

If you passed Cherag Gazi
street (current Amir Kabir), pay
attention that you are passing
the street with first electric
lights.

Azerbaijan Football Museum,
the first museum of football in
Iran is an attractive place for
soccer fans. There are photos
of Iran football leaders in this

Iran it is familiar in Tabriz
and Osku by name of
Kolagh that is already
popular.

In this manner, Wax-resist
dying in fabric, as an
ancient art form in which
linen was soaked in wax
and scratched using a
sharp tool to transfer all
designs and colors on silk
cloths. An especial feature
is creation of line streaks
and color breaks as result
of fractures on cloths.

museum, for example Hossein
Sadagiani, Iran’'s first foothall
coach. Also you can see the
first ticket of stadium in this
museum. This museum is
located in Imam Shah- /!
rak’s Rezwan Park. »
In Qonga Street
you can see the
statue dedicated
toe the Qonga,
Tabriz first horse ©
powered tramway. |
In addition, enjoy ©
the flying over
northwest of ¢
country by Tabriz |
— lolfa air taxi. Air |
taxi is another
first option of city
of firsts. Enjoy |
visiting the firsts
of Tabriz. '




Historical attractions

Tabriz Bazaar

Tabriz bazaar is one of the world's largest and
maost important roofed bazaars. This bazaar with
an area about one square kilometers is the
world's largest roofed bazaar. It has registered
as the first bazaar in the world, in UNESCO
World Heritage Site in JUL 2010. And it consists
of sub bazaars, arcades, halls and several rest
houses. Raste Bazaar is one of the largest sub
bazaars. There are several arcades and halls for
which people supply of items people needed and
which is why here is known as the national bazaar.
The bazaar is used for some important religious
ceremonies. The most famous one is “Day of
Ashura” during which merchants cease trading
for about 10 days and religious ceremonies are
held inside the bazaar. Like other bazaars in Middle
East, there are several mosques constructed behind
the bazaar, the most notable of them being
Jame' Mosque.

Arg-e-Alishah

{

Arg Alishah, the magnificent remnant alters of the
Alishah mosqgue belongs to llkhanid period,
nowadays is considered as a symbol of Tabriz. It
depicts Azerbaijani architecture style and its great-
ness is its main characteristic. This monument has
been registered on the list of Iran's national heritage
in January 1931 and it's located in Imam Street, next
to Taleghani Street.

Ancient Tabriz

Rabe Rashidi

About 700 years ago a university was built in
Tahriz called (Rashid-eddin Fazl-ollah Hamadani).
This university had 4 faculties at 4 sides of it and
is known as rabe-rashidi. According to some old
historians, this complex was very extensive and
had various buildings in it such as school,
hospital, library and a dome for Khaje
Rashid-eddin's tomb .This building like most of
the old cities, had a rampart around it.
Masjed-e- Kabood

Masjed Kabood or Masjed Jahanshah (lahanshah
mosque) is one of the historical mosques of
Tabriz. As written in the inscription on portal
part of entrance it was built upon the order of

Jahanshah, a ruler of Qara-Qoyunlu dynasty
and was completed in 1465 A.D. This mosque is
known as Firoozeye Eslam (Firooze means turquoise)
due to its unique mosaic style in blue color that
has a high effect on its beauty. This beautiful
mosque has been registered on the list of Iran's
national heritage in 1310 AH. Masjed Kabood is
located in Imam Khomeini Avenue, next to the
Khagani Park in Tabriz.
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Municipality palace

Tabriz municipality palace is
a beautiful and firm building
with an incredibly impressive
architecture which has been
constructed at the time of
Haj-Arfa-Ol-Molk Khalili, the
head of municipality .The
building is located in Shahrdari
(municipality) square and it's
also known as Saat (clock)
square because of the huge
clock at the top of the
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tower. The hmldmg I{mks
like a flying eagle from
above. From the beginning
of construction this palace
has been used as the main
office of the municipal
government of Tabriz. And
after division of Tabriz city
into ten regions, the palace
is considered as the central
municipality office of Tabriz.
In 2007, to celebrate the
centenary of the establishment

of the first city council and
municipal in Iran, parts of
the building reorganized as
the first municipality museum
of Iran. Today the municipal
museum is open every day
for visitors.
Magbarat-O-Shoara
Maqgbarat-O-Shoara or the
Mausoleum of Poets is one
of the historical mausoleums
located in Surkhab district
on the corner of Seqat-Ol-
Eslam and Aref avenues of
Tabriz, Iran. On the east side
of Sayyed Hamzeh's grave
and Ghaem Magham's
grave, there is a graveyard
containing the 400 graves of
important poets, mystics,
scientists and well-known
people of Tabriz including
Asadi  Tusi  (wise) and
Shahryar (poet).




Museums

Azerbaijan museum

= H

Azerbaijan Museum is the major archaeological
and historical museum in Tabriz. Apart from
Mational Museum of lran in Tehran, Azerbaijan
Museum has the largest collection belonging
to different periods of Iran's history.

The museum has three galleries. The first
gallery bears the oldest remains from 5th
millennium BC until Sassanian dynasty (212-
656 AD). The museum's monuments include
goddesses, Rhytons, two skeletons (male and
female) and a carved slab of marble known
as Bism Allah-Stone.

The second gallery consists of two parts: one
for Islamic archeology and another part for
coins and seals. Part one involves pottery
dated from the 4th to the 14th centuries AH.
The coins of this gallery (part two), began
with the Achamenid dynasty and end in the
Qajar dynasty. The displayed seals and
stamps date from the third millennium BC to
Islamic eras.

The third gallery includes some sculptures
made by Ahad Hosseini. They are made of
plaster and represent the sculptor's own
image about the fate of mankind in the 20th
century.

Iron Age museum

The eastern longitude of the Blue Mosque
Site is 276 m and northern and southern
Latitude of the site is 102 m. It covers an area
of 2 Hectares. Historical background of
Archeological Studies through the digging of
the area by the construction companies in

Gilivalgs)|
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1597, the site has been discovered in

15998, Mr. Nosrat Allah Motamedi recorded
the remains of the first Millennium B.C. Dr.
MNobari began the excavation in 2000 and 4
reasons of surveying have been done till
2003. A cemetery has been discovered,

dating back to Iron Age IL

Discovered remains are from Debris, remains
of contemporary, Qajar, Safavid, Timurid and
likhanid era. Discovered artifacts and objects
with skeletons include pale, gray, red potteries,
Limestone, Turquoise beads, bronze jewelries,
bronze and iron weapons.

Sanjesh museum

Sanjesh museum is the first and only specialized
measurement museum in Iran that exhibit
various measuring equipment's ranging from
delicate balances to large bascules, metering
tools and other evaluating scales. The
two-floor Salmasi edifice is one of the houses
of Tabriz with sash windows, wall fireplaces
and beautiful stucco-works. The edifice is
now utilized as Sanjesh museum. This house
bhelongs to the early Qajar and was built by
Salmasi family who was an old family in
Tabriz. The museum has a variety of weighing
tools such as goldsmith scales, large scales
for field vegetables, the balance weights, oil
modules, astronomical instruments like
astrolabes, meteorology-related assessment
tools, compasses and watches from the past
centuries, and also, a 5 million year old tree
belonging to the Fliocene, is held in the
museum.
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Constitutional Museum
The historical building of constitutional House
with beautiful Qajar architecture is one of
the old houses which served as the rendez-
vous for the leaders of the Constitutional
Movement. It turned to a museum in 1995,
The first floor is an exhibition of sculptures of
famous lranian constitution revolutionaries
and some of their personal belongings
including their weapons, underground
published newspaper of the revolution,
night letters and numerous photos from the
revolution. One of the rooms in the building
belongs to the woman's role in the revolution.
Qajar Museum

The Qajar Museum is within the palatial
Amir Nezam House, Tabriz's most impressive
Qajar mansion with a split-level fagade. The
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house was transformed into a specialized
museum of Qajar period in 2006. Due to its
historical importance, the museum hosts a
large number of admirers of art, culture and
history. The reason behind the importance
of this museum, situated on Sheshgalan
Avenue, is because of Tabriz's sensitive
historical and political position. The museum
has several halls for displaying different
artistic endeavors. The building has one
floor and an extensive basement. The basement
contains stone hall, weapon hall, figures
and commands hall, Architecture hall, lock
hall and lantern hall and the first floor
contains coin hall, mosaic hall, porcelain
hall, glassware hall, textural hall, music hall
and metal hall.




Muharram Museumn

B\

Muharram museum is an anthropological
museum in Tabriz. Asitis known, anthropology
is the study of people’s culture, hence
Muharram ceremonies which are arisen from
the heart of Shi'ite, involve the important
fields of anthropological studies. What are
displayed at Muharram museum symbolize
all the ceremonies and traditions of Muharram
in East Azerbaijan province. At Muharram
museum symbols of Muharram such as
candles, lamps, cradles, various flags are
displayed. The aim of establishing such a
museum is displaying material attractions
and symbols used on the month of Muharram.
The building of the museum is one of the old
houses of Tabriz called Sehati’s house.
Bohtouni Museum

R s i

Professor Bohtouni's art museum is one of
the tourist attractions in Tabriz. Mohammad
Hassan PBohtouni's sculptures have an
interesting initiative for the first time in the
world and contain about ten thousand
colored statues of ranian food. The sculptures
are all plaster and cement and with herbal

Ancient Tabriz
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colors which is made and decorated in a
way that it has no different with the original
food. All of these sculptures are the result of
47 years of his efforts.

Caricature Museum

Cartoon Museum or Caricature Museum of
Tabriz is the first and only cartoon and
Caricature museum in lran. The museum has
been installed in 1385 at the site of the old
building of the Mational Ubrary of Tabriz
behind the historic gardens. It contains two
galleries with 60 original artworks of the
most prominent world's cartoonists, a special
library, classes and administrative division.
There are stored twenty thousand original
artworks from a hundred countries in the
museum archive.

Shahriar Museum

Shahriar Museum, the former house of this
famous poet, is located in Artesh Street of
Tabriz. There are more than 500 Shahriar’s
collections of art and literature and personal
belongings in this museum. The greatest
works of Shahriar is his valuable poetry in
Persian and a part of that in Turkish Azeri
language.

The 15th graduation ceremony for non-Iranian students
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Quran and Calligraphy Museum [Saaheb-
Ol-Amr Mosque)

The 15th graduation ceremony for non-Iranian students

Quran and Calligraphy Museum is located
in Saheb-ol-amr Mosque in the center of
Tabriz, Iran. This Museum exhibits fantastic
collection of Quran manuscripts related to
different periods of history and beautiful
pieces of calligraphy works. The most notable
of these collections is a unigque page of the
Holy Quran which is written by Imam Reza
(AS). In addition to these manuscripts,
miniature paintings of various artists, pen
boards, as well as a variety of metal plague
engraved with prayers and spells, brass
Scaly-Chinese porcelain decorated with
Quranic verses and many other objects are
displayed. Also works of great calligraphers
such as Mullah Abdul Tabrizi (sols teacher),

Mirza Muhammad Shafi Tabriz, Mirza Tahir
manuscripts and works of the master

calligrapher Mohammad Hossein Tabrizi, Ali
Abbasi, Ala-ud-Din Beg Tabriz, A. Darvish, Mir
Emad Hassani and Zadalmad Mohammad
Hossein Tabrizi's handwritten book can be
seen in this museum.

Pottery Museum

Pottery museum was opened in one of the
historical houses of Tabriz which belongs to
Qajar era in 2005. The museum exhibits
some valuable works of two reputed

potters Ahmad and Abbas Ghabchi and Mrs.
Farideh Tathirnia. In addition, it is a site to
exhibit works of contemporary potters of
Tabriz. The museum is located in Alavi
historical house at Shams Tabrizi street of
Tabriz.

Armenian museum

Tabriz Armenian Museum, run by Armenian
Caliphate of Azerbaijan, is located in Tabriz.
It is adjacent to Saint Mary Church. The
museum boasts of valuable relics such as
manuscripts, scrolls, commands, awards,
paintings, coins, pearls, weapons, silver
ware, copper, earthenware, porcelain, crystals,
ornaments and brocade fabrics, sculptures,
wood carvings and Inlay works. One of the
important objects in the museum, which is
related to the history and culture of the
Armenians, is a wood carved seat dating
back to 1728.

Municipal Museum as the first and only
Municipal Museum in ran is located in the
basement floor of municipality palace in
Tabriz. The museum includes historical
maps of Tabriz and photos of new establish-
ments and reconstructions in Tabriz. There
are also some of first equipment and
machines used in the city including: first
movie projector, first taxis, and old
firefighting tracks. The major hall of the
museum presents some of the best hand
weave rugs of Tabriz
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Museum of Natural History
Tabriz Museum of Natural History is a museum
of wild life in the city of Tabriz at north
western Iran, established in 1993 by
Department of Environment of Iran. The
museum includes many of taxidermy of wild
mammals, reptiles, birds, and aquatics
which inhabit in Iranian Azerbaijan, lran, and
some other countries. It also has a section
for sculptures of dinosaurs.

Football Museum

| g J"'

The first football

13

Iran was
opened in Tabriz in 2014. In Azerbaijan
football museum, historical soccer-related

museum of

stuff such the variety of balls, sport
documents, old tickets, clothes, photos and

other interesting items from the period of |

1921 to 2014 are exhibited to the visitors.
Museum of bazaar and occupations
Museum of bazaar and occupations in Tabriz
is one of the most exclusive museums of the
country, which was established near the
Tabriz Historical Bazaar Complex. The

e
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museum is the first specialized Bazaar
museum in the country.

The museum is made by the efforts of Sarabi
Aghdam brothers and includes all the
objects used in the traditional businesses of
Tabriz. Itis made in the three separate floors
including the cultural aesthetics, artistic
features and customs of ancient Tabriz. One
floor of the complex is dedicated to Bazaar
and market and its two floors to the
exhibition of Tabriz historical images and
Tabriz carpet. The cinema of museum is
another fascinating part of the museum that
has made it possible for visitors to get
acquainted with pictures and documentaries
of Bazaar. The architecture of this museum is
influenced by the Tabriz historical Bazar and
Yakhchale Sadeghie, and has been specially
designed by famous architects of Tabriz

E.-"'-".
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Tabriz as the seat of the crown
prince during the Qajar era and
one of the most prosperous cities
in the country has beautiful old
houses. According to preliminary
studies, there are 300 old
houses in Tabriz but about 80 of
them are known as a cultural site
to prevent the destruction.
Behnam House

Historical Period: Late Zandich and
early Qajar

Current Usage: Faculty of Architecture
Address: 5a'at square, Maghsudiye
Qadaki House

Historical Period: Middle of Qajar
and early Pahlavi

Current Usage: Faculty of Architec-
ture

Address: Sa'at square, Maghsudiye
Feature: The importance of base-
ment floor due to its Howz-Khaneh
(a large room with a small pool with
afountain in the middle).

Ganjeil Zade House

Historical Period: Qajar

Current Usage: Faculty of Architec-
ture

Address: 5a'at square, Maghsudiye
Alavi House

Historical Period: Qajar

Current Usage: Pottery Museum
Address: No.100, Sarraflar alley,
Garo Station, Shams Tabrizi 5t.
Salmasi House

Historical Period: Qajar and Pahlavi
Current Usage: Sanjesh Museum
Address: Salmasi alley,
Maghsudiye, Imam St.

Sehati House

Historical Period: Late Qajar and
Pahlavi

Current Usage: Muharram Muse-
um

Address: Shahid Ahmad Gogani

Historical Houses

alley, Raste Kuche 5t.

Feature: Four Seasons House, sash
windows, painting on plinths, and
the use of pottery between the
ceiling and roof.

Amir Nezam House

Historical Period: Qajar

Current Usage: Qajar Museum
Address: Sheshgelan 5t. Next to the
children hospital

Kuzekonani House

Historical Period: Qajar

Current Usage: Constitution House
Address: Shahid Motahari St. in
front of the Jame Mosque

Khatayi House

Historical Period: Qajar

Current Usage: Tabriz Art House
Address: Khatayi alley, Sadr Ave-
nue, South Artesh 5t

Heydarzadeh House

Historical Period: Qajar

Current Usage: Tourist Information
Center

Address: Maghsudiye, Sa'at Square.
Lalei House

Historical Period: Pahlavi

Current Usage: Historical Research
Office of Yahya Zaka

Address: Sadr alley, South Artesh 5t

Ali Monsieur House

Historical Period: Qajar

Current Usage: Office of Northwest
Tourism Scientific Association and
Tourism Development Organiza-
tion

Address: No.50, Sadr alley South
Artesh 5t.

Sharbat Oghli House

Historical Period: Qajar

Current Usage: Iranology Founda-
tion

Address: No.62, Seqgatoleslam 5t
Feature: Design of the building ac-
cording to the wind direction in
Tabriz

Parvin Etesami House

Historical Period: Pahlavi

Address: No.6, Savojbolaghi alley,
Abbasi 5t, next to Miragha Mosque.
Seqatoleslam House

Historical Period: Pahlavi

Address: Chaykanar 5t.

Feature: This house is one of the
rare brick buildings that built on
three floors.

Savojbolaghi House

Historical Period: Pahlavi

Address: Imam St. northern side of
the Blue Mosque




El-Golu Park

It is a well-known tourist
attraction and one of the
recreational places of Tabriz
that is known as a symbol of
this city. The park was creat-
ed in Ag Qoyunlu period and

expanded in the Safavid
period. There is a building in
the middle of the lake, with
traditional architecture of
Tabriz and today it is used as
a restaurant and coffee shop.
This park has an amusement
park, boat ride, camping
area, skateboard, paintball,
and horse riding area. There
are also 2 four-dimensional
cinemas that are very exciting.
Baghlarbaghi

It is a recreational park with
a good situation and easy
access. It is appropriate for
having fun with family and
friends. Baghlarbaghi is the
largest amusement park in
Tabriz and north-western of
the country.

))))

It is suitable for people who
are interested in nature and
mountain  climbing  with
different restaurants and
special places for barbecue.
There is also a Gondola lift
that gives you a spectacular
view of the city.

Sleigh Ride

It is the first and biggest
complex of sleight in North
West of Iran thatis located in
El-Baghi. The length of it is
700 meters with single and
double cabins. The perspec-
tive of city is very interesting
for people who use this
complex. The first phase of it
starts from side hill of
Sahand mountain and
continues up to the heights
of Eynali mountain.
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Eynali Cable is a gondola lift
in Eynali at North of Tabriz.
The lift is designed to be a
three stage lift. The first
station is in the foothills of
the Eynali and it goes up to
the local peak of Eynali. The
first phase of this cable is
1480 meters long. This route
has a capacity of transfer of
one thousand people per
hour. By moving the telecabin
from the second to third rig,
passengers cross the rocks in
full view of the city, passing
through the fourth and fifth
rig alongside the On-ebne-Ali
mosgue and the anonymous
martyr memorial cemetery.
The most beautiful route is
the wvalley in front of the
Tabriz banquet restaurant
After completing all the
phases of this telecabin, it
will be the longest telecabin
in the country.

Water Park of Tabriz
Beautiful and a unique
design in 5 floors is the first
underground water park.
This complex with a unigue
and different structure exhib-
its the art and innovation

and it is one of the most
complete water parks of the

country.
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Tabriz Shopping Centers
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Tabriz has long heen considered to be the
trading hub of Iran, due to its location on
the Silk Road. In addition to the old bazars of
Tabriz, in recent years, new shopping cen-
ters have been established in the city and
have turned it into the trading hub of the
Northwest of Iran.

Tabriz Grand Bazaar: Jumhuri Street
Tarbiat Walkway: Imam Khomeini Street
Laleh Park recreational commercial com-
plex: Fahmideh Square to the east of
Pasdaran highway

Roshdiyeh Shopping Center: Sarvestan
Blvd, Roshdiye town.

Atlas Trade Center: Negin Park Street
Milad-e- Noor Shopping Center: Falak-e-
Bozorg, Valiasr.

Borj Shahr Shopping Center: Between
the Ostad Shahriar highway and 29 Bah-
man Blvd.

Bolour Shopping Center:
Square, Abresan

Borj Sefid Shopping Center: Azadi Blvd.,
Before Abresan Crossroad

Eskan Shopping Center: Abresan Cross-
road, in front of the Hilal Ahmar

Tabriz Handicrafts Market: Tavanir
Street, next to the Golpark Residential
Complex

Daneshgah
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Royal recreational commercial complex:
Nesferah Crossroad

Setareh Baran recreational commercial
complex: 22 Bahman Blvd, MNesferah
Crossroad.

Ark shopping Center: Shariaty Street
Crystal Shopping Center: Shariaty Street
Valman commercial complex: Shariaty
Street

Setareh Omid Shopping Center: Elgoli
Road, Next to the Sahand Metro Station
Sam Shopping Center: Elgoli Road, next
to the Hotel Shahriar

Aseman Shopping Center: Sina Street,
Shahid Rouhani Square, Elgoli Blvd. next
to the Tabriz Aseman towers

Sahandiyeh Shopping Center: Manzari-
yeh Street



The historical
Kandovan, with its great
Geographical and natural
situation is one of the
wonderful villages in Iran.
Its great rock architecture,
its  pleasant  mountain
climate and placing in
Kandovan valley and Kando-
van River, green gardens,
mineral water, beautiful
landscape of the area, its
other historical and natural
objects make this village

village,

one of the most famous
tourism attractions in the
world.

One of the most attractive
things of the village is its
rocky architecture. This kind
of architecture shows man's
struggle with the nature
and controlling it with his
power.

Finding the birthplace of
rock architecture is as
difficult as man's residence
but it is clear that the first
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Kandovan village

residence were on the low
strength rocks. In other
words mankind first started
to struggle with feeble
stones and after getting
experienced he fought with
strong ones.

There are different rocky
architectures  in many
countries like Italy,
Afchanistan, Greece, Peru,
China, and Latin America.
But these places are
haunted now. There is
another rocky architecture
in beautiful valley in
Cappadocia-Turkey, called
(gorme) and this place is
haunted too. So Kandovan
is the only village in the
world with rocky architecture
that Indigenous people still
live in their rocky houses.

The 15th graduation ceremony for non-franian students
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Arashbaran is a large mountainous area
stretching from the Qusha Dagh massif,
south of Ahar, to the Aras River in East
Arasbaran
Biosphere

Azerbaijan Province of Iran.
Protected Area is the O9th
Reserved in Iran which covers an area of 12
hectares. Due to the importance of the
area in having a rich flora (about 1000
taxa) and fauna specially presence of rare
species such as Lyurus mlokosiewiczi in
1971 was conserved and UNESCO
listed it as a wildlife refuge since 1976.

Was
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Arasbaran is home to

215 species of birds,
notably the Caucasian black grouse, grey
partridge, black francolin, and common
pheasant, 29 species of reptiles, 48 species of
mammals, notably wild goat, wild boar,
brown bear, wolf, lynx, and leopard, and 17
species of fish. The local flora includes horn-
beam, sumac, and Berberis. Mikandi valley,
Aynali forests and Babak Castle are the sites
that have the highest potential for ecotour-
ism. These three sites are located alongside

the road connecting Kaleybar to Asheqlu.




Tabriz and Iranian Azerbaijan

have a sizeable Armenian
Christian community, and as
a result you will find several
churches in the region. One
of the most important
churches in this province is
the St. Stepanos Monastery
or Monastery of 5t. Stephen.
The 5t. Stepanos Monastery
is an Armenian monastery
thatis located in about 15 km
northwest of Jolfa city. It is
situated in a deep canyon
along the Aras River on the
Iranian side of the border
between Nakhchivan Autono-
mous Republic and Iran. It
was built in the 9th century
and rebuilt in the Safavid era
after several earthquakes

damaged it. The monastery is
in good condition, and often
surprisingly busy given
isolated location.

Babak Castle

its

Babak Castle, also known as
the Immortal Castle or
Republic Castle, is a large
citadel and National Symbol

of Iranians on the top of a
mountain in the Arasbaran
forests, which is located 6 km
southwest of Kalibar City in
northwestern lran. It s
believed that the castle
belongs to the Parthian
dynasty and modified under
the Sassanid dynasty. This
castle, named after Babak
Khorramdin the warlord,
managed to resist the Arab
armies. Babak was the leader
of the Khurramites in
Azerbaijan who fought the
Abbassid Islamic caliphate.
For this reason the large
citadel is also known as the
Immortal Castle or Republic
Castle. The castle, built at an
altitude of 2300-2600 meter,
surrounded by gorges as
deep as 400 to 600 meters.
To reach the castle, one has
to trek a tortuous and narrow
passageway and then cross a
corridor-shaped temple, 200
meters in lengths.

Asiab Kharabeh Waterfall
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Asiab Kharabeh Waterfall is a
wonderful waterfall that
covered with algae and

aquatic plants and is created
pleasing scenery and is located
in 27 kilometers from Hadi
Shahr, border strip of Iran
and Azerbaijan and at a
distance of 5 kilometers from
the "Manjan Abad" village.
This waterfall with a height of
15 meters is one of the inter-
esting areas of East Azerbaijan
and Aras Free Zone. Since
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there is the ruin of watermill,
the waterfall is called "Asiab

kharabeh” (Mill ruins). In
Asiab kharabeh, there are
several small and large
waterfalls that water is flowing
downward from the watermill.
Sarknd Dizaj Waterfall

Sarkand Dizaj waterfall is not
very high and located at a
distance of 2 kilometers from
the "Sarknd Dizaj" village in
Shabestar. The water of
Sarkand Dizaj waterfall flows
down from the Mishoo
Mountain and it has enough
water in rainy season. The
waterfall surrounded by
beautiful landscape and

unique natural attractions of
the province.
Eysh Abad Waterfall
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Eysh Abad Waterfall is about
15 meters high and is located
near the "Eysh Abad" village
in Marand. Visitors should go
part of the route by car and
then continue the way on
foot. This tourist attraction
covers an area of 300 square
meters and exhibits a beautiful
landscape.
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University of Tabriz

University of Tabriz, the second oldest
university of country started its activities in
1947 with two faculties of Literature and
Medicine. This university is the largest
scientific center of northwest in Iran.
Currently, the University of Tabriz enjoying
22 faculties, 10 Research Centers, several
Centers of Excellence, Technology Units,
international Campuses and its branches,
and Office of Communications Industry, is
one of the greatest educational and
research centersin Iran.

In terms of organization, there are 5 vice-
chancelleries with a number of other units
managed directly by the chancellor. The
vice-chancelleries include Vice-Chancellery
for Education and Post-Graduate Studies,
Research and Technology, Administration
and Finance, Student Affairs, and Social
and Cultural Affairs.

The University of Tabriz provides its
researchers with advanced labs in different
fields, having 800 academic staff members,
over 1000 administrative staff, 81
bachelor's degrees, 48 master's degrees,
23 PHD degrees. 24000 Iranian and
Foreign students are studying at University
of Tabriz.

The university also has more than 300,000
hard copy books, 800,000 soft copy books,
many valuable hand written books, several
computer and internet sites, more than 20
journals and membership of E-Journals.
Moreover, the University of Tabriz has

" higher

been very active in the development of
higher education and universities of
Mohaghegh-e-Ardebili, Maragheh and
Bonab are the branches of the University
of Tabriz. Due to increasing demands for
education in the region this
University with one International Campus
in Aras free zone, is preparing to establish
another one abroad, though it has some
other colleges in nearby cities and a
private and self-finance campus as well.
University of Maragheh: The University of
Maragheh was established in 1987 as
Maragheh Agricultural Collage, and was
promoted to the Faculty of Agriculture in
1928, the Higher Education Institute in
2005, and University of Maragheh in 2005.
The university consists of four faculties
including Humanities, basic sciences,
engineering and agriculture.

University of Bonab

University of Bonab was established in
1595 as a technical college and began
accepting students in Electrical Engineering.
In the first 10 years number of students
increased to 800, and number of undergraduate
majors to 8. Expanding its scope, Bonab
College gained Higher Education Institute
status in 2009 with 12 undergraduate
majors and kept expanding until in 2010
became University of Bonab. In 2015,
University celebrated its 20th anniversary
with over 32000 students and about 100
faculty members.

Azarbaijan Shahid Madani University
Azarbaijan University is a state university
located near Tabriz, East Azerbaijan Province,
Iran, founded in 1985. The university provides
both undergraduate and graduate education
to approximately 7,500 students at a wide
range of fields including engineering, basic
sciences, literature and theology.

Main campus is located in the countryside
of Tabriz, alongside the Tabriz-Maragheh
highway, near Azarshahr and Mamaqgan,
35 km Southwest of Tabriz. Administrative
part, faculties, most of student dormitories,
laboratories, workshops and amphitheaters
are located in main campus. The campus
also has a train station, 3 restaurants,
bakery, a health center, and a shopping
center.,




Universities in Tabriz

Islamic Azad University of Tabriz

Islamic Azad University of
Tabriz is a branch of Islamic
Free University and was started
in 1982. This university is located
in Tabriz, capital ot the East
Azerbaijan in the north west of
Iran. The university rankin
conducted by Istamic World
Science  Citation Database,
have gained in the years 2010
and 2011 ranked first among all
Islamic Frea universities.
Istamic Azad University of
Tabriz has 24 units, 12 centers
and 14 junior colleges.

Sahand University of Technology
Sahand University of Technology
is a leading engineering school
in Iran. The university established
in 1989, located in the north-
west of Iran, 26 km southwest
of Tabriz in 5ahand satellite city,
offering both undergraduate and
postgraduate  studies. The
university offers 14 bachelor's
degrees, 55 master's degrees,
and 60 PhD. degrees in 8§
colleges. The departments of
materials, chemical, mining,
electrical, civil, polymer, and
mechanical engineering offer
degrees in B.5c., M.5c., and
PhD levels. The faculty of basic
sciences is responsible for basic
science courses and cognitive
courses and offers degrees in
physics and mathematics. In
addition, the Varzeghan Technical
Institute offers programs in
strip mining, ore decoration,
and practical computer, and
Bonab's Technical Institute also
offers programs in scientific
practical communication- data
communication. The university's
e-learning center accepts
students in three fields: chemical
engineering, materials
engineering and bioelectrical
engineering.

Tabriz Islamic Art University
Tabriz Islamic Art University
was established in 1999. The
university is aimed at educating
students in different art
disciplines, doing research on
topics of Islamic and Iranian
arts, g]rov'[ding artistic and
scientific services, and making
academic connections to other
art institutions and academics

around the globe. The main
campus of the Tabriz Art
University has an area of
36,000 square meters and
includes the enroliment office,
gymnasium, self-service dining,
and library. The campus
buildings are parts of an old
leather factory that renovated
for the university campus. The
other campus is located in
Maghsudiye Street, Behnam,
and Ghadaki and Ganjeii Zade
House site,

Tabriz University of Medical
Sciences

Tabriz University of Medical Scienc-
es (TUOMS), affiliated to the
Ministry of Health, Treatment and
Medical Education, is one of the
most prestigious medical
universiies in lran. It is a state
medical university located in
Tabriz, East Azerbaijan Province,
Iran. Being founded in 1946
this  university is the second
oldest medical school in the
country. TUOMS has always
been actively involved not
only in academic activities, but
also in research, health and
treatment. This  university
offers a wide range of opportu-

nities and  excellent facilities
for study and research in
medical fields and is a nationally
recognized high-profile
institution that provides a
superior education, research
and treatment services to

the community. TUOMS is the
home campus for state wide
programs in such medical fields
as Pharmacology, Dentistry,
Health, Nutrition, Management
and Informatics, Nursery &
Midwifery, Para medicine,
Rehabilitation and Advanced
Sciences.

Payame Noor University
Payame Noor University (PNU) is
a public university system and
one of the largest universities in
Iran, with its headquarters in
Tehran, an International Study
Center located in the headquarters
in Tehran. Established in 1988,
is alegal body under the Ministry
of Science, Research and
Technology. It is one of the top ten
comprehensive universities in
the country. Payame MNoor
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the East Azerbaijan province.
The university is based on a
distance learning method. In

University has 32 units in

2007, the authorities of the
university announced  the
Arabic language as the second
official language after Persian
in the university's educational

stem.

e University of Applied
Science and Technology
The University of Applied
Science and Technology (UAST)
is a public university system
administrated by Ministry of
Science, Research and Technolo-
gy with wvarious branches all
over the Provinces of Iran. This
university helps to increase skill
level of employed personnel in
various sectors of economic
field and graduates of higher
education and professional
skills that are lacking in
administrative. The university
has 35 centers in the East
Azerbaijan province.
Tabriz Technical College
Tabriz Technical Collage is a

public technology institute in
Tabriz, and with more than
forty wyears of educational
activities, is one of the first

educational institutions of in the
country. The university s
established in1977 and currently it
is located at the end of the
Manzariyeh Street in Tabriz.
The university has also 8 faculties
in different cities of East
Azerbaijan province, includes:
Ahar- Shahid Chamran
Technical Faculty, Tabriz
Alzahra Technical Sciences,
Maragheh Technical sciences,
Tabriz Technical Faculty No.1.,
Tabriz Technical Faculty No.2,,
Maragheh  Agricultural and
technical Faculty, Sarab
Technical faculty, and Miyaneh
Technical Faculty.

Other universities and higher
education institutes

Tabriz also has several universi-
ties and higher education insti-

tutes including Roshdiyeh
Higher  Education Institute,
Seraj Higher Education
Institute, Rabe Rashidi Higher

Education Institute, Shams Higher
Education Institude of science
and  technology, Nabi Akram
Higher Education Institute,
Alghadir Higher Education
Institute, Daneshvaran Higher
Education Institute and etc.
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During the efforts of countries all around the

world to develop their countries and make
profit from different sources in the world,
tourism industry plays an important role in
this situation. Tourism is a high profitability
industry and has less negative effects on the
environment, so it is welcomed by many
countries and nations and each of them
offers different kinds of tourist attractions.
Tabriz as an ancient city of Iran, is one of the
most famous tourism destinations in the
country and after the selection of Tabriz as
"the tourism capital of Islamic countries in
2018" by OIC (organization of Islamic
cooperation), once again Tabriz reminds the
world of its importance.

Tabriz has been in a long way of development
and the urban management of Tabriz started
to do the best to develop the city. Hope that
this selection with the city's culture, science
and beliefs, will be the start point of achieving
the goals of Tabriz city.

Tabriz has been announced as one of the
Top 10 cities of the world Halal tourism in
ISLAMICTRAVER.COM website and recently
some experts have declared that Tabriz has
the charactenistics of an appropriate destination
for Muslims.
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In addition to all, it has been proved that
Tabriz as the city of firsts in the past and
present, in many fields such as preventing
and treatment of social and urban problems
is at the forefront of other cities in the
country, so that today Tabriz is known as the
“heggars-free city" and the first city which
has successfully battled against beggary.

In any case, the main factors have affected
the selection of Tabriz as the tourism capital
of Islamic countries in 2018 including
existence of several tourism areas,
infrastructures, museums, nature, events
held, historical sites, steady growth in the
number of tourist arrivals during a specific
time period, tourism revenue, cultural and
art centers, exhibitions and festivals of
tourism including agricultural products,
handicrafts and nomadic products, tourism
events, hotels and entertainment centers,
availability of basic infrastructures, easy
transportation and Visa Assessments,
availability of the Information about the city
in the local and international levels.

No doubt, according to these criteria and
selecting Tabriz as the tourism capital of
Islamic countries in 2018, we can be hopeful
about the future of Tabriz tourism industry.
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